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WHEN THE DARK INTELLECT ESCAPED THE
FIRE, MAN STOOD IN THE ASHES OF
MOTHER EARTH.

t- . " A

FOR TWO HUNDRED YEARS, THE IMMORTAL
\, EMPEROR BUILT EARTH'S ARMIES... .
W BUT nm_v EARTH'S.

THEN THE COLONIES 'c;F"'rf_lARs AND VENUS
REVOLTED AGAINST UNJUST IMPERIAL LAW.

i S b

HARABEC, THE GREATEST IMPERIAL, KNIGHT,
JOINED THE REBELLION.

HIS BROTHER, CAANON, LED THE KNIGHTS TO
MARS TO SUPPRESS IT.

WHEN PROMETHEUS ATTACKED AGAIN, __
BLOOD ALREADY STAINED THE GROU

P '
MDTH%AHTH LAY HELPLESS:; THE TIME OF

TERROR HAD INDEED RETURNED. . *’;@"
E[o.."

THIS IS THE STORY OF THE THIRD AND FINAL
COMIL OF PROMETHEUS...

#




. R AN
SOLOMORM PETRESUN,
Emperor of the Great
Human Empire

The man behind the
creation of
Prometheus, he would
rise to rule humanity
and stand as the
Cybrids’ greatest foe.

PRO
The Dark Inteliect,
leader of the Cybrids

Mankind's greatest, most

brilliant creation, IT
would become the most
implacable and terrible
enemy humanity would
ever face.

CONTENTS
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CONCERNING THE ORIGINS OF SOLOMON PETRESUN,
THE RISE OF PROMETHEUS, AND
THE DESTRUCTION OF THE AGE OF HOPE.
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CONCERNING THE LEADERSHIP OF PETRESUN AND
HIS FORGING OF THE GREAT HUMAN EMPIRE
IN THE WAKE OF THE FIRE.

STORY: “The Defection of Harabec”

The Repels

CONCERNING THE ROOTS OF THE COLONIAL REBELLION
AND THE OUTCOME OF THE BROTHERS' WAR.

THE CYBRIDS

CONCERNING THE REBUILDING OF CYBRID MIGHT AND
THE PLAN OF PROMETHEUS FOR THE NEXT
INVASION OF EARTH.

TECHNICAL MANUAL

CONCERNING THE MACHINERY OF WAR.
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CAANON WEATHERS,

- Grand Master of the

Imperial Knights
Utterly devoted to duty,
this supreme soldier
would take a holy oath
to destroy his younger
brother in the name of
the Empire.

HERS,
Renegade Imperial
Knight turned rebel
general -
Once the greatest Knight
of the Empire, this wild
card in the games of the
Emperor would galvanize
the Martian rebels into
challenging the power of
Earth.




Teddy kicks sOme dusty

Cyblids gPe gll Pusty Little old Petel
Mommy’s bubning! Missing his liter |
Mommy's buhning! While He,l"'k}a .plqus in The Ped
Al Down came the, glitches
L =S ANd buPned us in ditches
ANd we Slept gf'tel eqting oul deqd.
Qne lgser
Two lgseh
Ped loyseh
Blue lgseh

When T ogstel smOkes our Mom gll smelly
And stOmps oul Dad 10 bloody jelly
Sqgve Ohe

Save ™w 0

Sqve Ped

Sgve blue

For me

Fcb,m&

— Schoolyard chants, circa 2800
AS A SOCIETY WE ARE DEEPLY SC




Micro-turbulence rattled
Caanon through the

antikinetic foam cocooning

his Herc. His bones ached.
Martian terrain blurred red
across the holowindow on

his HUD, the red of dried
blood and old sins. It was
- fitting, he thought, to

Harabec shifted
uneasily. Something
felt wrong,.

The ambush had
been easy to plan, thanks to TDF broadcasts
announcing the landing site. Arrogant bastards,
the Knights. Dared you to face them. Well, that
crap didn’t help “em in Turkhazakistan.

Didn’t lielp you there, either, Harabec reminded
himself. Not a bit,




w The HUD winked off and left Caanon > ' The sense of doom nagged at
waiting in darkness. The only saving : Harabec. He’d retracted the

- grace to a ten-gee orbit-to-ground spythread to save it the shock of the

insertion was that if anything glitched, Imperial landing, so he was blind for

he’d die instantly. the moment, which didn’t help.
Aerobrakes deployed and the dropship His instincts told him he’d missed
shuddered into final descent. Caanon something. Think, for Hunter’s sake!

slammed into his wombchair likea The ground rumbled, buffeting his
1_\ stone block hitting a gel*hqg;;-_jl_?le- a Herc even under its protective

couldn’t breathe; agﬂ;n?;_ 1 camouflage. The Imperials had

him. Harabec’s face b
brain like a nova al Er

aanon realized he was clenching
sts, waiting for the
ckharness to blast him with
. It wasn’t supposed to
cious pilots, but it'd
tioned last time. The price

o days of migraines and
ot this time, thank

‘ignored his aching body and
post-drop check. The hatch

v and the foam around his Herc
n to boil away on contact with _
nosphere. Caanon popped the
Vehicle restraints and moved
 Icemistress out, her weapons on-line.
I'm here, Harabec, Come to me.

‘Harabec tried to stretch in the
cramped confines and considered the
situation. Knights didn’t rattle easy,
but the new rebel weapons ought to
knock the dustin’ starch out of em.
The rebs had all seen combat now,
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. Remember Tur.'c}mzﬂk:stﬂu? TI:
be taken. 3

o, TR - e i, c—e— R I |, R T . M

but most were still 3
pretty green, like Verity. =~ 58
She was an innocent kid,
not like that BioDerm

psycho. bt
Father, I'm going to kick y:mr o .
precious Knights in the teeth,

o -|.+ "'.!- i

f ,-;:- R}
o

So can you, a voice whlspered ilgthe . .‘
back of his head. So can you. . --'=--.'-',{f‘
He snaked the spythread up slnwl_}"
The canopy cleared suddenly as the T’gst
foam vapurlzed Dust from the landing 5t|ll
hazed the air. A rugged landscape rose around "\
Caanon as Icemistress clanged down the ramE
Anticipation filled him.
Scans showed nothing but TDF forces and t !‘!!,
of the base. His Hercs moved through the n%a

forming squads. R A
Caanon thumbed his comm. “CC to all Swords: F .-’_-t B3

by squad .. ' ;‘§“ o ?\ SN

The menacing, brightly painted Hercs fllled Haﬂhegﬁl_@ﬁ .-.___ ;_,
dread. He’d worried for one heartstopping moment tHa 5t o1 nic
boom of the their landing would blow off snmelc /but the foam
that turned the Imperial radar probes also killed mos the s‘uni'c:‘s.' :
he’d hoped. Everything looked jake. The Km ‘“juﬁﬂheed&l to step into
the killzone. e 4

So what was wrong? o

.ﬁ

Harabec! Caanon remained impassive even in the privacy of his Herc cockpit, but
freezing anger filled his chest. Harabec had betrayed everything he'd been given,
everything he was — everything! He'd shamed the family name.

Harabec. ’H lay your poisonous head at His Majesty’s feet or lie in a Martian gmwz I swear it.




Whoa. That's Caanon! What was
he doing here? The Grand Master
on the first wave was like a general
hitting the beach with the marines.

That's what he’d missed; he
hadn’t expected to face his
brother so soon. Why hadn’t
he seen this? No matter. Now
it was personal. Okay,
Caanon, if this is how you
want if.,.

Hunter's bones, Harabec
thought bitterly. When you
betray family, go all the way.

He signaled his troops to
select targets as Caanon’s e
Herc filled his sights.

e

Caanon keyed his
command channel. “Saber,
on Falchion’s right flank!
Broadsword, you're two ticks
behind! Tighten up!”

Are you watching, brother?
& Harabec had something

- Pﬁﬂﬂﬂd. He was smart, .
& happen soon. Well, here | am. Let’s

The Teddies were in the killzone Ela Ahol S

Tighten up. last bleak look at Caanon in the Knights,
“Tighten up, all squads,” Caanon = aa nig

. directing traffic. His hand hesitated over the
| ordered. ”ﬁmmﬁld and hot. signal switch.

3 Anytm“g m R Caanon, why did you have to be first? Damn you! He slapped the
B s e e e e T S E“ritl:']].. HiE liEl‘L‘ El‘l.l]:lliEd frﬂ']n ihE Eand, WEapu[‘[E blﬂi“g,
“Nail ‘em!"” he shouted. “FREE MARS!”

=
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' .gg?ﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁ\\animahs fought each
ourth Planet. <Third
ymewor Ld> was undefended.
Thought//Giver-of-Will> was correct,
d be an efficient operation.
ser-of-Strategies: Prime> signaled the
INITIATE ATTACK SEQUENCE >> APPROACH
FROM SUNSIDE >> MASK DRIVE FLARES >>
" EVASION\\STEALTH. ACKNOWLEDGE//SUBMIT!

Nav units chimed their

acknowledgement\\submission.  The sensors of

ﬂthuuser-ﬁfFStrategiés: Prime’s> flagship
showed the vast armada shifting to attack
formation, thousands of drives brightening in
perfect concert. <Chooser-of-Strategies:
Prime> perceived emotion at the sight. It
believed the feeling was classified as Pride.




Sentinel Cybertronix unveils Prometheus.

Solomon Petresun, the “Voice of
Humanity,” emerges triumphantly from
his underground refuge with the news
that coded Cybrid transmissions have
been broken, revealing the location of
Prometheus’ base on the moon.

Terran Defense Force defeats
Prametheus on Earth, ending
the first phase of Earthsiege.
Prometheus escapes.

2602 2005 262+ 2527

247

THE FIRE. Cybrids turn on
humanity and destroy the

of Hope. Earthsiege begins.

PR L
Bl L

= . e h A
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suffer massive casualties. Su
can hope for.

2572 L2615

The second phase of
Earthsiege begins as the
Cybrids invade Earth
again with
reinforcements drawn

Age

from the colonial fronts, ~ oWard the
outer planets.
Dazed but
A series of defeats jubilant humans
forces Earth’s people to begin to
% withdraw support for rebuild. Anti-
I8 the fledgling colonies technology
®4 on Luna, Mars, Venus, reaction begins
2 and outlying mining to set in.

stations. The colonists
rvival is the best they

Inception of The Great Human
Empire. Petresun | crowned Emperor.

2652

End of THE FIRE. The daring destruction of
Prometheus’ moon base fails to uncover signs of
the dark intellect itself. Prometheus is again
presumed to have escaped with its core matrix
intact. Cybrid drive emissions indicate a tra

T

1
iy By
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Fortress Earth Proclamation issued: All ec@fiomic efforts
are to be regeared toward fortifying Mother Earth’s
defenses. All colonial activity is directed toward providing
resources for Earth.

2711 2800
‘ W

Imperial probes
detect massive
Cybrid activity
beyond Meptune.

Humanity is united only against the Cybrids.
Colonists have formed resistance movements
spawned by hatred of the fortification efforts
that plunder the
colonies of needed
resources while

i'll

Py 1:‘“.1: ’ giving little in return.

= The Empire and the
E}rbrlds have massed
8 huge armadas, but

} "B no one really knows
i' the extent of the
Cybrid buildup.

Martian rebels discover advanced alien technology.
While the purpose of the cache is unknown, the
rebels adapt what they can to their own vehicles and
weapons. This technology shifts the balance of
power such that
the rebels
become a
legitimate
challenge to the
Empire.

i ) o
i . E’ i
12829
’n 1525 ‘
1

Hostilities break out on Mars and Venus. The
Emperor at last unleashes the Imperial Fleet to
deal withithe rebellions. The Cybrids see their
opportunity and launch a massive invasion
armada, bypassing Titan. STARSIEGE begins.
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o 'Intelie::t fled deep i :f'..

. Its spies bring it new
human'\ \animal rulers, including the

e .......

~decades for such an opportunity.

e L
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 PROMETHEUS #

After the last Eartiie

space with the surviv
mighty armies. From a secret base in
the darkness, it oversees the

marshalling of a new,

invasion force.
s%of Earth and its

hated Emperor, the greatest error
Prometheus has ever made. . For nearly
two hundred years, Prometheus has
regretted creating the immortal brain
that now houses the mind of the.
erhrids greatest Enem}r

Now, hnwevier,'the Empér_u_r, has - .
made a mistake at last. He has
allowed his animals to fight amongst
themselves. He has allowed his fleet
to leave <Third Planet\ \Homeworld>
defenseless. Prometheus has waited

This time, the igmans\ \animals will.

genocide will run tc?‘inrnpletmnﬁ -.;
time, the €

fureuer.
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THE CYBRIDS

| /multlplg"m't € VOi ﬂ omewhere
QAT S kst el s
: The:,r construct their
A armada in hidden
shipyards and
3 J factories, thinking alien
~ thoughts and waiting
for the next opportunity
to return to Earth. Every so
often, a Cybrid drone slips toward
Eﬁﬁﬁﬂsinnmﬁ:anets observing human

‘Cactivitys - The num Eﬂ"ﬁ?ﬁamnﬁ haps
di

ent yq:ars.
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THE REBELLION Ve

Not everyone is content with
Imperial rule. On the planets o
NViars ,am:i Venus, on the moons of
Jupiter and Satuen; a hardy breed
of colonist chafes under the _ K
Emperor’s yoke. The ! .
colonists resent the Ty ot

PILOT STATH

HAHE| CA&LKNDH WEATHEMT
HEME: COLOMEL

MATEHEy 10
TOTAL Kiklil: £&

TOTAL DECDITE 38 GO0 D00
TOTAL BiLVASE 18 MO0 TOMMFEE

equip the < iyt
Empire’s military ¢
buildup. They = "«
whisper, too, that _ _. p—_r . 7 3 S
abandon thern : . 1 ' '
~when the .
Cybrids
come. And
these
independent
souls will not'go
quietly. They plan to free
themselves of Imperial tyranny
and fight fur.themseiues{

CUERLMT VEHICLE P A i_am=
HMELALTHI BO%

AL

In the last few y’ears the%ehels o, g B - ; PP o

have received help from H ara l:]Eu: ﬂ P > .. _ . A\ e i e i

a Terran renegagl : . e . i TiEE : %
deep hatrecﬁs fo

rehel Eeaders

,:';- ,.-BEHN hEIS ~ &
wmd hlmself bmdy and soul




MACHINES OF WAH

In the 29th century, Heﬁ
remain the lords of the
battlefield. With their ﬁ'
maneuverability, shield{, and
massive firepower, they
dominate warfare. Hercs
turned the Cybrid tide in the
first and second Earthsieges,
"~ and humanity still relies on
these Goliaths today.

X
¥ h..-_
e

But other vehicles are
coming again into their own.
Fleet scouts, powerful tanks,
lightning-swift aerofighters -
all challenge the Herc with
improved weaponry, mobility,
and advanced stealth
technology. As the end of the
third millennium approaches,
new discoveries promise to
make warfare even deadlier.

Even with the new
machines, the human factor
remains paramount, however.
The finest and deadliest pilots
alive are the Imperial Knights.
And the finest among the .
Knights is the traitor Harabec




—

7

[

A




1

PHOENIX and ICEHAWK

These brothers were both
renowned Imperial Knights, sons of
the famed Weathers family. Now
one is a traitor. Caanon, the eldest,
is unquestioningly loyal to the
Empire. He is called “The Icehawk”
for his cold efficiency. Harabec, a
warrior prodigy called “The
Phoenix” for escaping impossible
odds, has deserted his position and
defected to rebel forces on Mars,
leaving shame and dishonor in his
wake. As “Bek,” he has transformed
the rebels into deadly fighters and
set them against the Imperial Police
and Imperial trade, leaving such a
trail of destruction that the Emperor
has finally dispatched the Imperial
Fleet to bring the traitor to heel.

Caanon, now Grand Master of the
Knights, spearheads the Imperial
forces, seizing the chance to
confront his brother and clear the
family name. He has sworn to lay his
brother’s head at the Emperor’s feet.
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HE ROOTS OF THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE EMPIRE AND THE MARTIAN REBELS REACHED BACK TWO
CENTURIES, WHEN THE EMPEROR WAS A FAR YOUNGER MAN. THE FIRE GREW FROM A SPARK

HUMANITY UNWITTINGLY STRUCK WITH THE CREATION OF THE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE PROMETHEUS.
IRONICALLY, PROMETHEUS WAS SEEN AS A SAVIOR THEN, NOT A KILLER.

HUMANITY ENJOYED UNPARALLELED PROSPERITY. THE MEDIA RHAPSODIZED ABOUT A NEw GOLDEN AGE,
CALLING ™ THE AGe oF HorPe. THIS BRIGHT DREAM CAME TO AN ABRUPT, TERRIFYING END

IN 2602. DIRECTED BY THE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE PROMETHEUS, AUTOMATED MACHINERY OF
| WAR SUDDENLY TURNED AGAINST HUMANITY AND UNLEASHED A FIRE OF DESTRUCTION, BURNING
~ \ THE Ace oF HOPE TO THE ASHES OF MEMORY.

:-\,,.
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a strange route to immortality. Petresun
dreamed cof transferring a human mind
into @ machine brain, the brain then
being placed in a human body. Since the
brain would not die, but could be
transferred to a new body upon the death
of the old, the mind would live Forever.

POSS B8

- most_advanced
~ research
- facilities.

A Sclomon Petresun as a young man

“I am yacertain, Solomon. Is not war the greatest of evils?"

- Prometheus, Novemher 2474

The War Economy

By 2450+ perpetual border war was
an institution driving the world
I economy. Buoyed by the war
efforta governments offered their
citizens unprecedented
prosperity. Yet this wealth
carried a blood-pricei people

began to demand an alternative.

In time, word of this obsession leaked to

the public, and spooked investors pulled
out. Sentinel Cybertronix fFaced collapse.
Then the North American Prefecture
(NAP)., a powerful meta-nation, bought

1

4

the company. However, NAP did not share

Petresun’s vision. Economic reasons
dictated that the world's meta-natians
struggle in endless wars that ultimately

drove their industries. NAP sought a way

to continue profitable war without

suffering casualties. It needed pilots who

wouldn't die.

The Meta-Nations

In 247L- the Earth was divided

among six powerful
conglomerates that transcended
old nationalist sentiments.




- So Sentinel Cybertronix abandoned
..:'-.:._'-::5,:?[".!1Ethueelah and began work on creating
]:;a'nthrnEﬂc hybrid mind intended
- ultimately to replace human pilots on

the battlefield.

In 2471, Prometheus was unveiled.

The Devastation

No one knows what
happened. but at the
beginning of the
millennium, everything
collapsed. The only
certainty is that
billions died.
Civilization faced
extinction before
humanity clawed its way
back from the abyss. It
destroyed the old order

and laid the foundation
of the modern dage.

I T

“I'm proud to annoyace that yesterday evening we brought an entirely new
«ind of heing into the world. It will spark a new fire for civilization."

2449

A Prototype HERCULAN,

T
e
T

= Petresun annoyacing the activation of Promethenys, 2471
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Far'rta*—:-tmaﬂy advanced, sentient

artificial ‘intelligence based on
= hL._lman template, Prometheus
thought millions of times faster than
a human and possessed boundless

memaery. IT was praised as a savior.

Mo Tonger would death be a part
of war. This new cybernetic hybrid,
or Cybrid. was declared an unqual-
ified success.

Sentinel Cybertronix kept close rein on
its child. Petresun became its 5
patriarchal role model. A bizarre and
complicated relationship evolved

betwg;en Fetresun and his “child.”

Prometheus absorbed knowledge at
astonishing rates, and quickly
accumulated the sum of all human
knowledge. NAP was impressed with
the results of its investment and
proceeded to plan a race of Cybrids
programmed by Prometheus. These
Cybrids were to pilot the Hercs that

served as the mainstay of the
battlefield.

Flrst Child OF Humankind . -

Petresun saw the potential of
Prometheus far :anather purpose. He
had never abandoned his vig.in_ﬁ af an
immortal mind. When NAP took over
SenCyb, Petresun carved out a secret
research team of brilliant and loyal
Followers to continue the work toward
immortality. The Methuselah Project
continued secretly. but without success.
Petresun had to act quickly. Soon, his

| h— _-._.;:-'.:._..': :
:::.. ot E
- r
¥

A An ad extols the virtues of Cybrids, 2480

ENTER THE.CYBRID FUTURE: sy




mHuence over the E:.rhfid would be at

an end. NAP would hawe its way with
Prometheus. So F'E-tre*_'f;.gp called upon his
“child” for aat—ﬁratanceii ik R
With the help of Frnmethe-uss, Methue.eTah
succeeded at last. The mind of Dr. Claire
Penseur, a member of the research team
even more obsessed tl;;an Petresun: with
immortality, was successfully transferred
into an organimech brain and returned to
her body. Penseur seemed to EI.EH'E'T no ill

effect, and an exultant F‘Etreaun realizfd he

o SRR - e 2
pereer - TG -

The Advent Of Hercs

In 2470~ single-seater tanks
featuring superior armor. weaponss
and interface systems 1incorporated
powered-armor technology to produce
HERCULANs: anthropomorphic goliaths
capable of negotiating nearly any
terrain: The press dubbed these new
vehicles Hercs.

They became humanity's maln weapon
against the Cybrids- their hollow-
eyved pililots engaged in intense-
around-the-clock combat. No image
captured the essence of The Fire
better than a battered Herc emerging
from the smoke. weapons blazing.

ST

'\-r-:--:kf

had achieved his hl‘rﬂnng goal. But he did not un:EEf‘gu thf pmcedure ﬂ'u:rugh drwen
he remained skEptlcaT and chose to cbserve PEI“IEE‘UI’ urI;hE'r.-FDr a decade, the '
Methuselah team studied and watc:hecf their |mmaﬁa}¢ They finally concluded that
the brain augmented and clarified Penseur’s IntEﬂEEﬁh ‘and that the procedure had

no negative side EFFEtﬂ:E §li‘zﬂ Patresun hesitated,
HERCULAN.

afraid that his Vaunted mrémrta'hty carried an as yet
Humaniform-Emulation

I ﬁ

undi&nu@pred pri-:aa x-.-v-‘.ﬂ“*. :

“A sanitized way
“E0 wage war

Roboticized Combat Unit
with Leg-Articulated
Navigation

. What is ‘freedom,’ Father?"
= | - Prometheus to Petresun, luly 2472




The

ut then, in 2490, NAP played its card, and Petresun Felt Farced to make a
SEEdS UF decision. Ignorant of the Methuselah team's continued existence, NAP began to
take more and more control of the Cybrid project. Petresun's access to
Prometheus was dwindling, and so he Finally submitted to the procedure.

The relationship between Petresun and
Prometheus had always been strange.
But now Petresun asked his “child” to
make him Immortal. Prametheus was
alone - a stranger in a strange land.
IT believed the request From ITS
“Father” was an offer of
companionship. At last, Prometheus
believed, IT would share eternity with
an equal.

Prometheus performed the mind

“rpcte chow 3 Creation of the first Immortal A transfer on Petresun. All went as

AR expected. However ... this was the

'.’-»'-'...-“- ) “child’s™ only chance to truly touch and understand ITS “father.” So at a crucial

wl sh | moment during the process, Prometheus merged ITS mind with Petresun's. Thie instant

BHISTEnaivete polarized human and Cybrid For all time.

A G Rtanalils

e 3 Hivatianie

nEdecention.” Seared by the illogical, scuttling fears and overwhelming biclogical Feedback of the
- From HpP's man IT called “father,” Prometheus instantly condemned humanity as mere “animals.”
y: ::::}-ﬂﬁ.. of IT concluded Cybrids were the next stage in evolution. And Petresun realized how truly
orametheus alien his “child” was. Prometheus lacked any concept of pain, beauty, compassion,

Foliriinry H A7 morality, or community.




“erometheus has just the right attitude for
Managing war. ¥
= Marieting presentation to the NAP . 3
To his utmost horror, Petresun glimpsed MilConglomerate, Jannary 2472

a detailed scenarioc wherein Prometheus

.

After the link, Prometheus
contemptuously referred to Petresun
only as Epimetheus, the mythical
Prometheus’s half-wit brother who gave

used humans as immabilized organic
components to expand ITS own mental
capacity. ITS assistance with

Methuselah had been for purposes of
the woman Pandora a box containing

the evils of the world. The shock of the
link drove Petresun catatonic. By the
time he recovered several months later,

exploring this idea.

the window of opportunity to off-line

A i’lSlOﬂ FOI' Prometheus had closed.

Prometheus
The NAP military hoped to
produce a legion of Cybrids to Pacific Rﬂ:ﬂ
replace soldiers and keep the Cﬂﬂll"ﬂﬂﬂlty
war economy in place bloodlessly. PacRim periodically
Hence the decision to sell H___mstﬂle
Cybrids to the other meta-nats. =, esources

¥

#'.._:_h
Programmers shackled Prometheus e from the

; + 1 other
and began conversion of Hercs to * | meta-
Cybrids. NAP profits soared. and g ﬁ-“;';'.}{;ﬂﬂtﬁ

—

the Board of Governors received _‘E—f;;ﬁ'jr under the
the Nobel Peace Prize. R GUTisSE - of
Lawless ''corsairs.”

The difference between
machine and man



The Shadow War

he North American Prefecture had

its way. Petresun lost all control

of the Cybrid, and no one believed
him when he spoke of his doubts as to
Prometheus's sanity. Petresun worried,
For he alone knew of the Cybrid’s
demented brooding.

So Prometheus was taken by NAP to
create a race of Cybrids that would
replace human scldiers in the endless
wars. Prometheus quietly arranged for

ever more contral. But powerful security

protocols restrained ITS will. IT could
not act on ITS increasingly hostile
attitude toward humanity. But IT could
and did search for a way to free

ITSELF.

Petresun attempted to warn
Prometheus's NAP handlers, but they
dismissed him as a crackpot, and he
could not offer proof without revealing
how he had deceived the Prefecture,
Meanwhile, Prometheus carefully tested
the security protocols, as a caged

human would pace a prison cell and

evaluate the strength of the bars - and
the competence of the guards.

RAISING DAEMONS

Prometheus developed a plan to liberate
ITSELF. Alcne. IT could not break TS
bonds. IT needed outside help, so IT
created sub-minds whelly under ITS
directives - software children, not
exactly Cybrids, but something akin.

IT seeded these entities into the
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gaint Lazarus Clinics. Culling edge medical care, Specialisis in head injuries.,

BELIEVE 1N MIKRCLES.

interplanetary communications netwaork
known as the Omni-Web, and they began
to manipulate the 0-Web's datastream,
searching For a solution to their master’s
plight. These “daemons” insinuated
themselves into secure systems, altered
opinion pells, and even created false net
identities that spread lies and rumors.

Petresun socon noted subtle shifts in
programming trends and command
languages. Eventually, these
developments - Fully
~ accessible through the O-
- Web - could allow

Prometheus to erase or

‘bypass ITS restraints. S

I Victor P

One of the first recruits for the
Efntherhnud was Petresun's own son
Victor. an outstanding Herc pilot
of the NAP Mobile Armor. Victor
Was a gifted soldier- totally
|1Dyal to his father. After ‘The

Fire. age and CMD caused a rift
between Victor and his father.

- &d fav a Craflverieed
“aecident civenit” froni

Petresun pondered how to counter

the Cybrid. ITS ability to manipulate
events and steer research had grown
immense, and it had successfully hidden
itselF in a labyrinth of NAP security.

If Petresun were to prevent Prometheus
From subverting ITS bonds, he would
have to shift programming trends to
reinforce controls on Als instead of
undermining them.

A A Cybrid brain is placed into a Herc, 2453

''''''''''




~ “For God's sake, he murdered eight women! That's not ‘an unforeseen variable!’ It's madness! fad we're susceptinle!”

= Pefresun to the Brotherhood ypon discovering CMD, 25&55

"‘HE IMMURTAL BRBTHERHHUD | sowed distrust of Als and computer

control of military assets. The Brotherhood

The Faithful few who had worked secretly succeeded in slowing some trends, such

with Petresun on the Methuselah Project

as the creation of self-configurin
had joined him in immortality. Petresun, 3 2

motherboards. Yet they never Found the
physical shell of the Dark Intellect. In the
meantime, Prometheus deduced the

aghast at the danger Prometheus

existence of the Brotherhood and the
opposition of Epimetheus. Several
Immoartals perished in mysterious
“accidents” over the next decade.

Although the Immortals Fought hard

against Prometheus and ITS daemaons,
they ultimately lost. Their Shadow War did
succeed in delaying Prometheus and gave
the Brotherhood experience that would

prove ecrucial during The Fire.
represented, had proposed a secret saociety

- an Immortal Brotherhood to check and :

eventually destroy what Petresun called
CellMemory Drift (CMD)

ey . the Dark Intellect.

| Immortality carried a hidden
P By - : price. The organimech brain's
St EﬁE%Uﬂ,tmalﬂandEEUﬂE gfnml interaction u?th new bodies could
gradually infiltrated all levela of society. cause severe personality changes-
even madness. 3haken Immortals
ultimately found ways to minimize
Members set themselves up as watchdogs, CMD~ but never completely

seeking Prometheus. For decades, they eliminated it.

Secrecy was their greatest weapon.




Fire |

he Shadow War ended in tragedy. searing flames. The larger metrozones
Prometheus broke ITS bonds in had heavily Fortified centers, however,
2602 and turned the Cybrid holdover architecture from a maore
legions on humanity. As in the myth, warlike era. Desperate survivors
Prometheus brought Fire to the Earth barricaded themselves in the relative
but this was not a benevolent Flame. safety of these places. Prometheus
It was the fire of apocalypse. lacked the means to crack these

havens, but IT could pollute and starve

Prometheus wielded such staggering their populations to death. IT ordered
power that the initial strikes by Cybrid- ITS Forces to surround the metrozones
controlled bombers and HERCULANSs and wait For the animals to die.

gutted the human military’s capacity to
respond. By the time the extent of the
betrayal became clear, it was too late.
'Dyhrida slaughtered pecple by the
millions, burning their homes and
cutting them down as they fled the

We can't afford

Reknowledging new directive.

~~EXECUTING ‘FIRE. - SN B 52 A\ L) RS |

= Cybrid response to Prometheus, 2602




RISE OF THE TDF

Prometheus missed a single significant

each victory making them stronger. A
leader rose From these unlikely ranks -
Gierling. He was a bald man possessed
of unparalleled cunning. He knew the
TOF could not stand long, se in a daring
offensive, he directed his Forces against
the Cybrid legions besieging New San
Diego. IF the TDF could liberate this
powerful port, humanity would regain a
toehold on Earth. It was all or nothing.
The TDF would not get a second chance.

target - a decommissioned Herc base
lost in the desert of Baja California,

where the New Smithsanian restored
war vehicles of ages past. Histarians
and technicians, many of them war

veterans who fondly reminisced about

their battle exploits, worked to renovate

Heres. This band of aging pilots and
administrators Formed the Terran

Defense Force - the TOF.

Using unorthodox tactics, this ragtag
group turned the Fight against the

| | Sainted Gieding [»

General Ambrose
Gierling was too
strong-willed to be

| manipulated by

Petresun. He died of
cancer after The
Fire. Petresun met
with him privately on
his deathbeda. and
chose not to offer
Immortality.

In the 29th century-
Gierling was
considered a patron

 saint of Imperial

soldiers.
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Retaking the A

: “The toast just hurned the toaster.

Earth,  YiaGierling!” ol —

A ol ' ' .+ |- MNew San Diego graffitti, 2608 § “gtl
RALLYING Bt . e

The battle was waged Fiercely {I:EJF' |
hours. Slowly, however, the TDF
fell back before the Cybrids. 'Bat
its valiant, pilots rallied: there
would be no. retreat onsthis day.
Then, suddenly, the gates of New'

- B
iy o

San Diego were Flung open. Thin,
weak citizens armed with
makeshift weapons flooded put.

mile by bloody
% mile



“The Earth is free. The moasters are gone. Vet Y Plight of the colonies
our bakitestssvEave
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57 N T ; B ) & & W' | On Mars. Cybrids
| e ; - 1) ; s turned mining Hercs

the population.
: ) 5o i . 3 S " T B! Surviving humans
NG L P ' - B T e | barricaded themselves
NG : A § in abandoned
mineshafts and dug in
for a twenty year

: o . % s ; A s on their human
i | B . A \ g 2 masters and decimated
g guerrilla war.

The Cybrids were caught in a crossfire and obliterated.
The liberation of New San Diego strengthened the TDF. Petresun and his Immortal
Brotherhood had escaped Prometheus by retreating to a secret underground base.
From there Petresun was able to gather intelligence about his nemesis and Feed it
WdS directly to Gierling. Slowly. the TDF recaptured metrozone after metrozone. Finally,
twenty years after Gierling took New San Diego, the TOF attacked and destroyed
Prometheus’s base in the Gobi Desert. But Prametheus had foreseen ITS Fall and had

Shown retreated.
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The “Rat War
Since the hellish environment
of Venus was inhospitable even
to Cybrids-. Prometheus
instructed its units on Venus
not to overpower the humans.
Instead. (ybrids took over
orbital stations and cut off
supplies. Desperate Venusians
eventually turned on each other
like trapped rats in a brutal
war for resources.

THE SECOND EARTHSIEGE

Fortified by Dybrlda frum Mars and Venus,
Prometheus returned two years later with
a second siege more devastatmg than thE
First. Cybrid Furnea qumk'!y nverpnwered
the TDF. Glerhng s tactics were

ineffective against this second wave.
Humanity once again Faced ufﬂwmn

Then Petresun and ._hiﬁ- :u_ndérrg"f"_ﬁ'ur_'lﬂ
society of spies disc’uveréd énl:rj*pted
transmissions broadcast from the
moon. Working 5.wnH;?y, the Immurtal
Brotherhood Tocated the exact |
whereabouts of the Dark Inteﬂec‘c s lunar
base, Gierling was pleased.

As he had two decades earlier in the

- We're going in.

battle For New San Diego, Gieriing I:nE't thE'

Pnkerfﬁce, thls H Flnyd teade

- Gnmmandﬂr nf ﬂtE oo has& stn!m 262
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Petresun: Y do you swear your allegiance?”
: ::_ (} ai d hlﬂﬂ a ﬂi t}'r d ali | y {I[|!”

|| wreckage |

 Inca-Brazil Axis ;

This meta-nat focused on
preservation of the Amazon
basin. Its pharmaceutical and
biotechnical industries were
the best in the world.

- Gierling's deathned, 2635

Fate of humanity on a single hand. His Forces had been routed. It was only a matter of
time before the Cybrid cancer consumed Earth. So in a last ditch effort, an elite squad
attacked and annihilated Prometheus’s lunar base, |

The Cybrids collapsed in confusion. The TOF

had again beaten the Dark Intellect. But Atchjhld Wﬂ‘ﬂthm

the nemesis of humanity was not Found i _
A gifted Herc pilot who

among the rubble. distinguished himself during
the wars. Archibald was
the second incarnation of
Petresun's son Yictor. At
. this time- he still
'~ remained loyal to Petresun.




The Human Edge

Petresun and Gierling exploited
certain inherent strategic

disadvantages the Cybrids faced

during the first Earthsiege.

Cybrids had no naval forcesa
although they possessed air
capability. Gierling was able to

" -use aircraft carriers with great

success. (Cybrids also lacked
infantry units- and were less
effective in moving into an area
and digging in. Finally-
Prometheus had only limited
manufacturing ability and could
field few mobile repair units-
The Cybrids had to automate
mining and ore processing enough
to provided raw material for neuw
units: Gierling was far more
Successful in obtaining salvage.

Using colonial Cybrid
reinforcements and orbital
manufacturing-. Prometheus
Nneutrallized some of these
limitations in the second
Earthsiege-

* (Greater China

_ Y, hotly contested all borders,
S, 1*' The war economy evolved
: largely out of the effort to
contain Chinese ambition.

) * The premier world power, China

._"l

The Voice f . Huma:ﬂty

Gierling was an brilliant strategist but
lacked the wildfire charisma needed to inspire
humanity to outlast the Cybrids. Humanity

needed another Churchill. and it found one in
Petresun, whao kept flagging spirits up by .
broadcasting news and entertainment. For most ﬁfﬂ.
people he was the voice of hope. v
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ot __%;he suﬁtmqﬁ emefqed ’Frnm the bunkers and
: o Ejpr thE *Fi’fi'ﬁt tiITIE' in over twenty yearm
new. %ﬂther life 5tunr.t m‘: stunned amazement at the
3 mggﬁitudé’n t ; dE‘Et[’U(IEElQﬂ benan@g all too apparﬁint Aﬁ. .

T ' s the ,EETEI:rratmr‘rE- Faded people
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*}:'regarded the burned out #
husks of the cities, the i
cratered Fields, the debris-
choked rivers, and everywhere
the smell of burnt metal and _
scorched stone. Soldiers
stumbled ocut of their :
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- Solomon Petresun also took stock. In the ruins of

the past, he beganto conjure the future. SRR - beogy 24, (i)
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he Fire’s survivors
~ picked :I:hrnugh

of Earth, tired
unm death.

B fter The Fire, people
2 slumped into despair.
& B A generation had
#Pme of age amid the
Feat of extinction, knowing nothing of the
right world Prometheus had destroyed.
Billions had died, and immense reaction set in.
Bitter souls blamed technology itself for the
War. This bitterness flared to a backlash against

Preacher on fallen Herc

PEror Petresun attended by members of the Imperial Escort. 2827

the Cybrids, 'rfir::.t i e
8 technniagy

exhaustion, unwilling to argue with their Dwn
children. Some few spoke of assisting the '
colonies, but their words failed to stem the
surging Gaean movement,

This sentirent |
took on relfglous
mﬂmentum.. IR
Zealous preaf:hem
stood atop fallen >
machinery of war_
and spoke of :
turning back to
Mother Gaea, of
abandoning the &4
evil god Technos.

down their

weapons and
flocked to listen. 8
Older and wiser #
heads bowed in i




Praise the flowers, praise the trees
Cast away your iron keys
It's a season for the new

SRS n 'O
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RTCONSTRUCTING
CARTH

THE FIRST PRIORITIES WERE
AGRICULTURE, POWER, AND
SANITATION, THEN SURVIVORS
BEGAN TO REPAIR ENVIRONMENTAL
DAMAGE CAUSED BY BLOWN HERC
REACTORS AND CYBRID STRIP MINING
OPERATIONS. ONLY AFTER THE
FUNDAMENTALS WERE RESTORED
COULD THE PEOPLE OF EARTH LOOK
TO BUILDING A NEW FUTURE.

tresun chafed at the lax

saw. While people rejecti
high technology, Earth

vulnerable. The meta-nations

reconstituted themselves with

drastically smaller populations.
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ups threatened to break off and for Empire. As support swelled, the question
3{5§=qwq:-;;muntries. Petresun feared a arose as to who would rule. The meta-nations
Dl _%m!_fgpse into anarchy. argued for an Imperial Council, but Petresun

e

n ;i:be tolerated, he decided.

et

stheus would return, and humanity must
epared. Enlisting the talent of the '
rtal Brotherhood, Petresun agitated for
hing different, a society dedicated to
ering nobility of character and iron will. He
v upon the sense of shared purpose that
ained from the days of The Fire and
gued to meta-nat leaders and people of

Earth for creation of an Empire.

Empire Day, 2652

orging Cmpire

“étresun was a war hero, a household word
icross the world. People listened to his

- Proposals seriously. The Brotherhoods secret
- Machinations bore fruit; voices took up the cry

YYMBOL OF CIMPIRET
PETRESUN CHOSE THE “IMPERIAL
ANGEL" AS A METAPHOR FOR
MOTHER EARTH. HER CIRCULAR

AURA MEANT THE BEAUTY OF THE
EARTH, HER WINGS SYMEBOLIZED
HOPE, AND HER FLAME STOOD FOR
HUMAN COURAGE.




“Rise up and say YES!
Exalt the human spirit!
Vnte for .EII'IPII"E"'

.....

=t e LT, R O e e e e R A B i AR T T TR
T i y——— 3 L T
o ” I . j s i

-*ﬁdvemsement supporting the
Caend Erea]:mn of gmp!m 2649

e
= gelmnr - R ",
o L .

L
-

prociaimed that supreme
authority should be A

vested in a single man:
himself.

Then he played his trump
card. Petresun declared
to the masses that he was

Immortal and would
survive to lead humanity
against the Cybrids. His
sheer audacity rallied
support. People admired
the man’s bravado and
surprising vigor.
Opposition crumbled as

Tgiio

in the spring of .
cmwneﬁf‘m?:emr
Efmpire. &

THET IMPERIAL €YCORT

A CADRE OF HIGHLY TRAINED, PHYSICALLY
PERFECT BODYGUARD-ATTENDANTS, THE
ESCORT PLAYED A ROLE THAT PETRESUN WRYLY
DESCRIBED AS "CEREMONIAL INTIMIDATION.
THE GREAT SECRET OF THE ESCORT WAS THAT
ALL WERE IMMORTALS HAMD-PICKED BY THE
EMPEROR. THEIR SKILL BORDERED ON THE
SUPERHUMAN.

.llrl
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ll | ——
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years following Empire
Day establishing his |
fledgling Empire. First,
he instituted a new
aristocracy. Outstanding
service to the Empire .
could win a family noble
status. However, each
generation had to earn
the favor anew; the
Emperor wanted to spur
humanity to excel. The 4
most common path to
nobility was military .
service. Soon military Sl g,
academies and finishing CSEEE
schools sprang up
everywhere.

e

At the same time,
Petresun worked to
reverse anti-technological sentiment. He sent
relief missions to Mars and Venus and
: encouraged development of universities and
"Thank you. We have much research facilities. The Fire had scarred Earth
‘Work to do. Let's begin."” | deeply. The population was still a shadow of
hc what it had been during the Age of Hope.




DRTYY ADIFORD

KNIGHTS WORE THIS UNIFORM
ON FORMAL OCCASIONS,
TRADITIONALLY WITH A SWORD.
THE PLATINUM JACKET AND
EMERALD SASH CONTAINED
JEWELTHREAD THAT GLEAMED
BRIGHTLY EVEN IN DIM LIGHT.
THE RIGHT ARM BORE THE FAMILY
CREST. LEATHER GAUNTLETS
COMPLETED THE ENSEMBLE. THE
COLLAR SHOWNMN HERE DISPLAYS
THE RANK OF KNIGHT-CAPTAIN.

fo-a-.lﬂa.-\:.
i
1

Millions still suffered from
nightmares and flashbacks.
Humanity needed to heal.

The Cybrid
Denace

A sense of urgency crept
over Petresun with the
passing of the years, as he
‘brooded on the
whereabouts of
Prometheus. Finally, in
2717, a deep space probe
provided a stark answer;
Cybrids were engaged in
construction in Neptunes
orbit.

The discovery troubled the
Emperor. Humanity faced a
bottleneck. Population
levels were still too low to

O

" IDPERIAL KDIGHTS

\

| ARISTOCRATIC HERC PILOTS WHO
SERVED AS ELITE SHOCK TROOPS. %

- | Ei":
Sl

support a massive war buildup; decimated
colonies needed to rebuild. Petresun made the
difficult decision to delay full rearmament, but
continued to monitor Cybrid activity carefully.

as the Imperial capital



€nd of Isolation

Gradually, information about the Cybrids was
leaked to the citizenry. As humanity absorbed

R

the sobering facts, Imperial
nobles and TDF heroes worked to
restore peoples spirits. Humanity
began to dig in and prepare for
the eventual return of
Prometheus. Anti-technological
feelings faded surprisingly
quickly. Memories of The Fire
were not so dim that people had
forgotten the need for Hercs. The
Age of Isolation was over.

The Great

Haman Tmpire

tresuns vision became reality. Imperial

cities blossomed with brightly painted S
plazas, glittering fountains, lofty tree-ladef®

parks, and elegant theaters. At night, towers -

TERRAI
DEFTN5>T

FORKCT

THE TERRAN DEFENSE
FORCE (TDF) WAS THE
LARGEST AND BEST-
TRAINED FORCE IN
HUMAMN SPACE. IT
ENJOYED ENORMOUS
POPULARITY ON EARTH.

b

HOUYT OF FrdikCHILD

COMNE OF THE OLDEST AND MOST
POWERFUL NOBLE FAMILIES IN THE
"EMPIRE. THE PATRIARCH GIDEON

ENR(ZHJLD WIELDED SIGNIFICANT

S POWER IN THE NORTHAM
PPREFECTURE AND HELD A SEAT ON

HE IMPERIAL COUMNCIL.
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BIODTRMY

IN 2688 CONDEMMED
CRIMINALS WERE CONVERTED
1O CYBORGS FOR HAZARDOUS
LABOR. "BIODERM" WAS
COINED AFTER AN IMPERIAL
SURVEY FOUND EXTREMELY
NEGATIVE PUBLIC REACTION
1O ANYTHING SOUNDING LIKE
CYBRID."

ALL 'DERMS RECEIVED
MEMORY WIPE AND CRANIAL
IMPLANTS THAT CONTAINED
BEHAVIOR-INHIBITION
PROGRAMMING (BIP).
OCCASIONALLY, UNITS
REQUIRED "REBIPPING"
BECAUSE OF STRESS OR
INJURY. THE PUBLIC VIEWED
BIODERMS AS MERE
MACHINES.

s =

sparkled like castles out of fairy tales.
Knights raised swords in salute to the
Imperial banners. People walked with
pride beneath clean skies, Ships of the -
Imperial Navy swept through the cold
void with sensors trimmed for signs of
Cybrid activity. Humanity brimmed
with confidence.

The Empire was no monolith. Though

its great strength was genuine, it did

not reach as deeply as supporters

wished to believe. Indeed. many

things crucial to the Empire’s health

threatened to falter. The rock of
Empire had cracks.

.-, A Decaying
Cmperor |

", i
; -

The Emperor

took power

for life, and

his life lasted

long indeed.

By the time
of the
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& Harbor fortifications of Hong
Kong metrozone, 2798

him closely for signs of mental imbalance. 8
However, they failed to realize the depth of his i Rs.
hatred for Prometheus. Petresun refused to fail Sty
while Prometheus still existed. Such was the Sl
depth of his resolve.

i :!.-.-

AR . "Disgrace our name again,
med to become no more than a rag of oSW: [l kill you myself.”

) wrapped around a maze of tubes and A — Duke Leonidas Eun Alba
19. The Immortal Brotherhood watched L TS sor, 700
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Petresun accepted his body as penance for his
| failure to-destroy Prometheus during the early

" years. Yet he also enjoyed the freedom’ of
hologram “ghssts” that walked the halls of the .
I Imperial Palace. He reveled in the thousand

eyes and ears the palace ~ :

sensors provided. In his
intimate connections to
the electronic world, he
escaped the tyranny of ﬂ S : - — : - g e |
his decrepitude for short periods of time. =~ - P SRR ... -z:w“ e T

Brashfire Separatism

The Empire did not enjoy universal
approval, even on Earth. A
paradoxical result of The Fire
was that while people
became less prejudiced or .
racist, they became moye
fiercely proud, of their -
individual cultures. Hence,

- We are not sheep for yﬂ“r’}
Empire. Pull your trigger
and be damned.”

= Carsican “terrorist” at her
execution, 2811

"ORDER OF
THT BLOOD TAGLT

The"' - :
Gorgon, a heavy assault-class Herc A MOTTO: “CARVE THE BASTARDS."




The Angel of Earth

L0 e pnpulatlnns recovered, nationalistic groups
(1402 reappeared and sought independence. Where
these groups turned to armed resistance, the

Emperor quashed them. Yet resistance

movements still sprang up around the world,

nke seeds Epn::-utmg from a fallow field.

| Meta-nation politics may have played a role, as

terrorists gained unusual access to antigue

mrfrtar}r gear or anti-Cybrid weaponry. Some

mmmerrtatnrs speculated that the meta-
nations sought to undermine irnpenaf rule. .
Dther ﬂbSEWErS scoffed at this idea.

The most :::t‘nlhng rumors -

even allowed them
snphisticélted arms and,

hone his Kn‘lght; agamst or

movements to béc&:rmf.-

& hnmegmxnm guemﬂa troops.
~ This theur}r partrayed the

~_entire ongoing troubles as a

HOUST OF  BEEEERS
CHEDLIU

~ whispered that the Empemfr _5: :
- _secreﬂy funded. separatists and

trammg ‘These rurnt:-rs sald the
: Empen:rr needed an enemy to

that he meant the resistance

gigantic, Maf:hraveman trammg

Yecret Dissent

The Brotherhood
wormed its
members into
positions of power
and labored to
further the Emperors |
clandestine plans.
Immortals lodged
secretly in the upper
echelons of the
government and military, weaving complex
webs of spies and rumor. Yet the Brotherhood
had its dissenters, too, who believed the
Emperor pushed the colonies too hard. These
individuals began to operate independently
furthering their own shadowy plans.

IMPERIAL POLICEY
PARAMILITARY CORPS THAT
ENFORCED THE EMPEROR'S
LAW IN THE FAR COLONIES,

A "Y@rﬁelt of Pride

Imperial citizens continually underestimated
the resolve of their colonial brethren. This
superior attitlicde proved a costly mistake,
Imperials believed Earth’s humans alone had* S
beaten F’rr:mnetheus that the colonies were 3
Lackmg in nobility and will. Yet even as the
colonies sacrifi ced and sweated under




yed thew quunea The r:njnﬁlsts
E:re not s?nw to nE!tIEE thr-: neqmty
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IMPERIALS VALUED CHARACTER
AND REPUTATION GREATLY, EVEN
TO) THE POINT OF FIGHTING DUELS
TO PRESERVE A GOOD NAME. THE
CODE DUELLO EVOLVED TO
REGULATE THIS ACTIVITY, AND
THOSE WHO IGNORED IT FACED
SEVERE CONSEQUENCES.

v

N{} b.rffty
&  Honor
Courage

"About the only stuff the
Imperials won't take is garbage.”
— Jonas Ngari, |
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- l‘ ' Imperial Knights epitq"ﬁuzed confidence
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UPON INITIATION, AN IMPERIAL KMNIGHT
RECEIVED A NICKNAME CHOSEN BY HIS
OR HER NEW BRETHREN.
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| Mother Earth

Who would deny her'? |
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Fortreys | IMPERIAL LEGIODS

a r.th # | THE LEGIONS PLAYED THE ROLE or |
r LANETARY CONTROL AND SUPPORT,

n 2755, the Emperor f% —
lbegan to mobilize
J

Earths defenses. But as the Imperial economy
thrived and the population of Earth and the
colonies showed signs of robust health, he
made the decision to fortify Earth in e’amﬁf‘f‘*
From Petresun’s PErspective, the colonies Were
expendable, but Earth was not. Mars. =~
supported human life, but its ecology was
fragile. Venus was even more vulnerable, and

none of the moon colonies would survive

sustained Cybrid attack.

A Fatefal Decision

Petresun decided colonists would have to fend
for themselves. Earths defenses would receive
top priority. Accordingly, he issued the
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IMPERIAL JUYTICT

THE FORTIFICATION PROCLAMATION
EMPOWERED THE IMPERIAL POLICE TO
SUPPRESS COLONIAL RESISTANCE TO THE
ONE-SIDED POLICIES. IT AUTHORIZED
SUMMARY TRIALS, EXPANDED USE OF DEADLY
FORCE. AND ALLOWED WARRANTLESS
SEARCHES OF COLONIAL CITIZENS.

4 sword raised for humanity's defense
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"A true paladin. We should all feel safe
‘under his watch."”

- e

IMPERIAL KNI&HT FLIGHT ST |

THE COTER SMELL 15 UADE FbEad A
HISH IMPART, CERAL I CARDSA! FIREf:
WEAVE PLATNG

FKATASU TRU-LOck

ND FLASHSHIELD JAWERs FBAAM NS i0E
BIELMET, PREVENTS FLASH BLINBINE

FAM LY CREST

THE LE3. CAM ACT AS A SHAST TERAY
VAC ST JF CoexIT 15 COMPREMICEN

MR

- A Standard Imperial battlegar

he year the Emperor iss

Fortification Proclamatic

Weathers of NAP had a so
Caanon. Caanon grew into a formid.
soldier who displayed uncanny preci
discipline, and presence of mind. He
Knight at the unheard-of age of twe
dubbed “lcehawk” for his calculating
demeanar,

o
L

The same year Caanon took the oath of
Knighthood, his little brather Harabec suffere
a near-fatal accident. Only swift intervention
by the famous Lazarus clinics saved six-yearol
Harabec5 life — or so the world believed. In
reality, these clinics were a cover for the
Immortal Brotherhood, which secretly used
them to plant Immortal brains into certain

W i

“One Knights worth a dozen
terrorists. We'll be sleeping in the
rebel commanders bed within a




' pﬁii’ents. When the boy emerged from Lazarus,
 different mind occupied his body, that of the

THT TURRHAZARIY TAD
DEBACLE

IN 2819, THE EMPEROR DISPATCHED
HARABEC TO PUT DOWMN A REVOLUTION IN
TURKHAZAKISTAN. TDF PREDICTED SWIFT
SUCCESS. HOWEVER, REBELS STAGED AN
UMNEXPECTEDLY EFFECTIVE AMBUSH WITH
ADVANCED ANTICYBRID WEAPONRY,
CRIPPLING THE STRIKEFORCE AND HANDING
THE KNIGHTS THEIR FIRST REAL DEFEAT. THE
PUBLIC WANTED A SCAPEGOAT, AND THE
MEDIA CRUCIFIED HARABEC.

"Ynu'd think | had a disease.”
g i Harabec aﬁ.er

‘"'i Ty,
TIEE

Harabecs talent exploded and eclipsed all
expectations. Harabec became a Knight at
twenty, the deadliest Herc pilot in history. He

distinguished himself in combat, twice 3
surviving situations where others would surely
have perished. His miraculous escapes earnec
the callsign “Phoenix”. |

Caanon continued his own meteoric ascent

through the ranks of the Knights. Talent and » AT

powerful sense of duty earned him the

Emperors attention, and he achieved the
signal honor of appointment as Grand Master
of the Imperial Knights. The youngest ever to

N After Turkhazakistan the brothers argued more freqt a"
taught his brother, then watched in wonder ashs

- :

4
j 1



o : 17 - Sl - b —
e —— reach that rank, -, Harabec showed & rebellious streak that
e R Caanon settled =~ complicated i personal life. He quickly
HARABEC THE IMMORTAL _ea'sily'fnm court i developed a reputation for fgn:::ring protocol
AS AN IMMORTAL, HARABEC TOOK A NUMBER * Ie and carried . -»--_'““’ "'a_nc:l dfsbutfng orders. He showed little
OF OTHER IDENTITIES OVER THE YEARS, BUT - out his . * ' . patience for authority of discipline, and i
ALWAYS SERVED IN AS A WARRIOR. AT OME responsibilities— . despite pﬁssessmg remarkable charisma, =
TIME, HE EVEN SERVED AS ONE OF THE vigarously. That * refused to marr'y. He preferred to explore the
IMPERIAL ESCORT, AS HARABEC, HE DISPLAYED he seemed. . -~ wilder side of life, and his_passions f.I'EC[LJE‘ﬂﬂ}’ :
A FIERCE LOVE OF LIFE AND FREEDOM. HE * more devoted . - . led him'into trouble. The potential for disgrace
INCREASINGLY DISLIKED AND DISTRUSTED THE to duty than to: ¢ “worried his family, and Harabec quarreled __ °
MACHINATIONS OF THE BROTHERHOOD. . his wife and frequently with those he loved best, especially
_ tHree children : CAANON.. . ol g 3T
o ~ earned more SR s PG i :
B Praise than criticism. . - After the Turkhazakistan Debacle and the—— -
- 3 accompanying pubtic hostility against “the

-

S

"1 spent years watching my
brother, trying to see a way
~ to beat him." :

— Caanon on Harabec, 2829
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THE WEATHERY FAMILY

. THE WEATHERS WERE DESCENDED FROM A
arguments .came to the attention of RENOWNED HERC PILOT FROM THE FIRE,
the Emperor, and Petresun met briefly e A BCHIBALD WEATHERS, ONE OF THE FIRST

" with Harabec, ostensibly to heal the A e BERIAL KNIGHTS. EACH GENERATION SINCE
rift between these two impoftant - N, THE WEATHERS PROVIDED KNIGHTS
Knights. However, the dispute LR R

between the brothers intensified, and | & NN | 8§ ONE OF THE MOST RESPECTED IN THE
Harabec abruptly took an extended " MPIRE, KNOWN FOR ITS HONORABLE
leave of absence from active service, " CHARACTER. THE DEFECTION OF HARABEC
claiming he needed time to'let things = T R HURT THE FAMILY'S REPUTATION BADLY.
_cool off. Caanon hoped Harabec "

would mature afd return with-a e : :

better commitment to duty. - | : S a e e -

Weathers hotshot,” tensions mounted _ :
further between the brothers. Their

But Harabec vanished, and Caanon did not

see him again for nearly ten years. When they .
did meet, it would be under nightmare
circumstances neither brother would have :
chosen. '



THE DEFEC+I®N ®F HARABEC
By Blake Hutchins

Nova Alexandria, Egypt. July 2820,
Imperial Standard Reckoning

1 he Emperor will see you now.” The woman,

a striking brunette of the Imperial Escort,

stepped aside to allow Harabec tq enter.
Harabee admired how the fit of the tight black
uniform accentuated her athletic figure,

“Thanks, Nyca,” he said. “Nice bod this time around,
Vat-grown, or did you pull one from the accident
circuit?” He brushed past her into the
foyer. The last time he'd seen Nyca

years ago, she'd been in a man's
body. Times change. he
thought. Harabec kept as
current as possible
regarding other
Immortals’ iden-
tities. It was
important




to stay straight on who was who when colleagues
could change identities and lives like short-timers
changed clothes.

The woman remained expressionless, ignoring his
comment. “Please follow me, Knight-Captain Weath-
ers.” She opened the next door and led Harabec
into the Imperial Suite. Or one of them,

at least. Like the ancient Chinese Emperors, His
Imperial Majesty Solomon Poulicho Petresun main-
tained a large number of suites, and spent his
nights in them randomly. The Imperial Palace in
Nova Alexandria was vast enough that months could
go by without sleeping in the same room twice.

This one was on a higher level, with jeweled tapes-
tries fairly dripping from every wall, and wonder of
wonders, even had a window view. Outside, Harabec
caught a glimpse of Nova Alexandria shining white
in the sunlight. The Great Pyramid thrust its
weathered point defiantly into the vivid blue of a
desert sky. The green of palm trees and flower-
studded gardens accented the city’s whiteness. It
was a city built in the aftermath of the Earthsiege,
one of the finest architectural achievements of all
history, designed to show that humanity could

Ise from the destruction and recapture a vision

of peace and beauty.

Like a phoenix, Harabec thought bitterly. His
battle-name among the Imperial Knights was
Phoenix, earned from his knack for escaping

seemingly impossible situations. Behind his back,
though, many Knights called him Hara-Kin for the
heavy losses his unorthodox strategies often caused
among his own forces. Of course, it would help if
he weren't given near-suicidal missions to begin
with. That insurrection in the Turkhazak Border
Zone last spring, for instance, should have been
faced down with at least five times the force
Harabec had been given, including badly needed
aerial support. It was a miracle he'd gotten anyone
out at all when the Turkhazaki rebels hit them.
The Turkhazaks had obtained a cache of Chinese
anti-Cybrid weapons on the black market, so when
Harabec's Imperial Peace force arrived, things got
hot in a hurry. Half the platoon’s Hercs went down
in the first two minutes, and the rest would have
been slaughtered to the last man had Harabec not
managed to penetrate the Turkhazak line with a
charge directly into the teeth of the incoming fire,

Christ and Hunter, Harabec wondered. How did we
get out of that? He knew, though, that his
centuries-old reflexes were the cause. He'd reacted
instinctively to a vague hint on the sensors, on the
strength of more battle experience than everyone
else in the platoon put together. In the instant
hefore the hail of microatomic Hellflowers exploded
in his troop, he'd brought his Apocalypse around
and redlined it toward the shooters. While his
fellow Knights reeled in confusion, Harabec hurtled
into the Turkhazaki position, tearing them into
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Iags with a firestorm of lasers and hypervelocity
slugs. The few Knights who had the presence of
mind to follow their leader survived. The ones who
froze never made it out.

Good men and women had died that day, and
Harabec was celebrated as hero at the same time
the relatives of the dead cursed his name, Eventu-
ally, the public soured on his exploits and came to
see him as a glory-seeker. The Phoenix rose from
the flames time after time, but burned his compan-
ions in the process. Careless of other warriors’ lives,
the newsvids said. The Turkhazak Debacle was Just
one example,

“Terra Mater,” he whispered, his fists clenching at
the memory. All so needless! The Turkhazaks were
fighting the Empire’s wartime economy more than
the Empire itself. People understood the need to
prepare against another Earthsiege, but the merci-
less demands of the Emperor's military buildup
made Terran Defense Force needs the only needs.
As a result, people actually starved so the Empire
could build more Hercs, hovertanks, and
stratofighters,

I tried to tell Solomon, but he never listens. He just
gives orders,

The woman moved aside and ushered him into a
richly appointed room off the main suite, This
room was designed to look like the interior of an

ancient Eqyptian temple, with sandstone floors
and hieroglyphs painted on the circular walls. The
Emperor lay in his gel-padded wombcouch between
two black pillars carved tq resemble falcon-headed
gods. A host of tubes arced into his thin body,
worming between the delicate struts of the exo-
harness that allowed his withered muscles to move
his arms and legs. The Emperor wore nothing else,
The air was quite warm. Harabec was already sweat-
ing. Behind the Emperor, two men of the Escort
stood at attention, their eyes boring into Harabec,

The floor between Harabec and the Emperor held
what looked like a pool of blue-green liquid,
smooth as glass. It was what Passed for a bath for
His Imperial Majesty, Harahec knew, a mix of emol-
lient analgesics, microcleansers, and tissue
regeneratives. The gel was buoyant and designed
not to stick to inorganic material such as the
Emperor’s life-support net.

“Tm here, as you requested ” Harabec said, thrust-
ing his hands into his jacket pockets. He'd have
preferred to come to this audience less formally
dressed. Behind him, Nyca shut the door and
moved to just behind where he stood. “You're not
safe with the usual two watchdogs?”

The Emperor replied in a faint whisper, the most
he could manage without mechanical aid. “My
Escorts are very concerned for my well-being.
Take no offense,”




“Too late. I'm offended. May I sit?”

The Emperor flicked his gaze over Harabec's shoul-
der. Harabec heard the door open as Nyca went into
the adjoining room. In a few moments, she
returned and set a chair by Harabec's side, some-
thing thin and black, with a gilded cushion.

"Thanks.” Harabec didn't bother to look at Nyca as
he took his seat. “What do you need me for this
time? I thought I was out of favor. Even Caanon
doesn't have time for me these days. You'd think I
had a disease.” He slouched back and stretched his
legs out until his boots nearly reached the edge of
the gel-pool. The guards shifted uncomfortably.
Harabec smiled.

“Precisely what I intended, ﬁ'f"_i:
my boy.” The Emperor’s eyes e
gleamed. “You've heard of
the rebel attacks on Mars,

naturally.”

“0f course. And Venus, not to
mention right here on Earth.
This surprises you, given the
suffering our policies cause?”

"It is necessary, as you know
Well. The Enemy isn't delaying

ILs preparations, and neither
Can we "

Haraber leaned back and looked at the ceiling.
“Spare me the propaganda. If you'd bequn Earth's
preparation a hundred years earlier, as I'd advised,
you wouldn't be forced to play catch-up now.”

“I will not waste time arguing,” the Emperor said
mildly. “Humanity has no room to falter. The
Empire must succeed in its preparations, even if
people suffer.”

“Even if people begin to see the Empire as the
enemy?”

“Short-sighted. They must sacrifice so that the
species survives.”

THE DEFECHI®ON
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Harabec snorted. “Why
not bring them into the
preparation? Give them
a stake. Let them build
their own forces instead
of sending everything
back to Earth!”

“We on Earth are in the
best position to lead the
effort, Victor.”

“Don't call me that!
Victor's gone, I'm
Harabec Weathers now.”

The emperor chuckled, a
dry rustle. “Yes, and it's
a useful position to
have you in. Very useful
indeed.” He gestured

father nor his body's
brother knew the true
Harabec was long dead,
killed in that hovertrike
accident twenty years ago,
a few days after his sixth
birthday. They didn't know
that when the Emperor's
own medicos intervened
and flew the comatose boy
to the famed Lazarus Clin-
ics, he was already
braindead,

Instead of an operation to
save the young Harabec,
who was beyond help at
that point, the Lazarus
surgeons removed the boy's
cerebrum. They replaced it
with an Immortal brain, a

weakly at the pool. “I'm
ready.” One of his
Escorts, a powerfully built Asian male, lifted the
Emperor and placed him gently into the pool, the
web of nano-fibers and nutrient tubes extending
with the Emperor from the wombcouch into the
jade-colored gel. “Aaah, yes. By Christ and Hunter,
that feels good.” His Imperial Majesty closed his
eyes and relaxed with a blissful look on his face.

Harabec thought about his place in the Weathers
family with a twinge of guilt. Neither his body's

sophisticated solid-state
neural net encased in a sleek, black metaplas casing
tough enough to stop anything short of a hyperve-
locity round. The Immortal brain was powered by a
superconductor battery and had a theoretical life of
several thousand years. It had the same shape as
a human cerebrum, except that it was as smooth
as an eggshell. It was even somewhat flexible,
adapting itself to the space available in the skull as
the individual aged. The Immortal mind residing in
the brain had several advantages over a biologically



based mind besides longevity. Its reflexes and
thought processes were generally faster. It
possessed near-absolute memory, and was capable
of limited mental multitasking. Thus, an Immortal
could in theory carry on a social conversation while
composing poetry, performing complex calculations,
and reading a novel. In practice, few Immortals
found any need or desire to be that busy.

When Harabec had opened his eyes in the Imperial
Hospital, he'd been greeted by a teary father and
a concerned older brother he'd never met. Harabec
had been briefed, of course, and he'd been able to
explain away any strangeness others saw in him as
the result of head injury. Nevertheless, it bothered
him that the Weathers never knew the truth.
Harabec grew to love his adopted family, threw
himself into the role of his new life with gusto.
And all along he carried his secret quilt. Deep
inside, he knew the hovertrike accident had to
have been planned ...

The Emperor's eyes snapped open, and Harabec
returned to the present. “It is time to take the
next step in our plan,” the Emperor said.

“Your plan ... Majesty.” Harabec allowed a bitter
note to bleed into his voice, his posture. The
Escorts hehind the Emperor's wombcouch narrowed
their eyes, ready to kill him instantly if he made
4y abrupt, unexpected moves.

“Our plan,” the Emperor repeated. “It is time for
you to go to Mars. I want you to infiltrate the
resistance there. We can't tolerate any more reduc-
tions in our guotas. It is time to bring these
colonists back into line.”

“And why do you expect the Martian underground
to trust me, an Imperial lackey?"

The Emperor cackled, a dry sound almost like a
cough. “Why else do you have a reputation as a
reckless maverick, my boy? You're almost a rebel
already, in the public eye. You're not popular
among the aristocracy. You've fallen out of favor,
you've made public statements criticizing Imperial
policy — to your family's embarrassment, I might
add — and you're going to have high-level security
codes to GLORIA that will access TDF resource and
personnel deployment manifestos.” The Emperor
paused, cleared his throat, and spat a gobbet of
mucus into the gel. “Besides, you will do anything
necessary to earn their trust. Even to participating
in their terrorist actions.”

Harabec suddenly felt wvery tired. “Christ and
Hunter, [ thought the plan was for me to be a
mediator, not another killer.”

“To some deqgree, plans must adapt to circum-
stances. The Brotherhood’s analysis concludes that
the time for mediation has passed.”

THE DEFECHI®N
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“We screwed up again, didn't we? We waited
too long.”

“The colonists are the ones who have raised the
stakes. We must do what is necessary to defend
humankind.”

“As if you knew what it is to be human anymore,”
Harabec clenched his fists and leaned forward,
anger flaring in him. “Look at you — you're half-
machine! You don’t have a heart anymore, or a
liver, or kidneys.” He waved a hand at the womb-
couch. “That’s your heart now. It’s all your major
organs. You can't live without it.”

"Now you know that's not true,” the Emperor
replied in his mild tone.

“Excuse me. You're not living now, just surviving.”
“T retain my essential humanity, my identity.”

“Normal humans don't live to be over 400 years
old! Bodies give out after a century passes! You
spend much of your so-called life in a virtual real-
ity simulation these days, you show at most of
your functions as a hologram —”

The Emperor's whisper was harsh, “The people
know I am still human, still the same person —*

“— you don't know anymore what it is to walk in
a meadow, to hold a woman! By the Hunter, you
don't even allow mirrers in your —"

“— haven't had my identity smothered in a parade
of new, young bodies with different cell memaories,
different tastes!” The Emperor's voice roared as

the room’s hidden speakers cut in, cued by the
Emperor's will. “With each body come a host of
new tastes and cell remembrances, genetic memory!
You know that, Victor! Don’t pretend you haven't
been changed by each new body! Don't pretend
you're the same person you were two hundred years
ago: Youre not — but I am! I keep my humanity,
perhaps even my soul, so long as I remain in my
original body!”

Harabec uncovered his ears, found mild pleasure
In seeing the Escorts doing the same. They hadn't
expected the Imperial outburst either. He got to
his feet and stared down at the decrepit form in
the gel-pool, ears ringing.

“Change is part of life,” he said. “It's part of living.
Humans aren't flies stuck in amber. We're not
drones working for the Imperial Bee, either.”
Harabec turned and headed for the door.

Nyca stood in his way. “His Imperial Majesty hasn't
dismissed you, Victor.”

Harabec smiled and met the woman’s gaze directly. “I
used to be in the Escort myself, Mick. About a hundred
and fifty years back. Don't play games with me.”
Harabec brushed her aside without meeting resistance,
opened the door. At the threshold he tumed. “Il go
to Mars, Father. Because maybe there's still a chance



to salvage something
from your mismanage-
ment. But I'm

not going for you or
for the Empire. I'm
going for me.” His face
twisted. “It's a matter
of redemption.”

As he swept out
through the Imperial
Suite, the tapestries
stirring slightly in
his wake, Harabec
made a silent
promise to himself.
He'd go to Mars all
right, but he'd join
the rebels for true.
He'd train them to
be warriors who
could stand against

ally tyranny, be it

As she lifted the
Emperor back into
the wombcouch with
Feng's assistance,
Nyca asked, "Will he
go, Majesty?” She
very gently began to
clean the remaining
blobs of gel from
the Emperor's parch-
ment-like skin with
assimilator pads.

“Yes.” Petresun felt
mortally fatiqued, as
he always did after
an argument with
the man who'd been
his biological son so
many years before.
“He'll go.” And he'l
do just as I secretly
wish mm to. He'll
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the Cybrids or the Great Human Empire. And join the rebels, thinking he’s betraying me. His anger
Hunter willing, he'd free the colonies from the against me will inspire him to a supreme effort, and

Ielic who called himself Emperor of Mankind. hell train the rebels to be the kind of spirited fighters
Humanity would prepare for the next Fire as a we need to take the edge off the Cybrid advance when
united band of free citizens, not as peasant that devil Prometheus finally moves against Earth.

€olonists and noble knights! By God and Hunter,
Ne'd see this to the end! “Yes, he'll go,” Petresun repeated. “I feel certain of it.”
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s Petresun’s Empire raised its shining towers and monuments,

colonies on Mars,Venus, the asteroid belt, Europa, lo, and Titan
toiled to provide for the
Emperor’s military.

Colonists were independent
people used to hardship and
sacrifice, but Terrans stereotyped _
them as. |gnﬂram rusm:s Whan e

THE ABANDONED
FRONTIER

'he Fire devastated colonial humanity. On
Venus, surviving settlements fought each
other for food and parts. On Mars,
destruction of terraforming apparatus cooled the
planet by several degrees, and Martians faced
starvation. Luna and the belt colonies
simply perished.

< Martian Rebels battling Imperial Knights in Noa€
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The only ark to survive The Fire, Sa Thauri held
a legion of ghosts. Monuments to the dead were

everywhere, from small, acid-wormed statues in

Venus was a

graveyard. Lack of
supplies weakened

the colonists to
exhaustion. They
struggled to
maintain
equipment needed
to keep their
bulkheads intact.
The absence of
help from Earth
embittered
Venusians, who
had watched

laved ones die during a time when it was
technically possible for rescue forces from

Earth to provide assistance.

alcoves to antique chambers marlked with

graffiti. 5a Thaurians took pride in being from

“the toughest rathole on Venus.”

The war wrecked
the fledgling
Martian ecology.
Survivors suffered
battle-shock. Food
wWas sCalrce.
Desperate
colonists focused
on food
production and
repair of
atmospheric
converters. Earth
offered no aid,
despite numerous
pleas for help. Thousands starved. But Martians
gained strength from their trials. They dug in

e the “Dreadlock™

and rebuilt, all the while watching Terran
broadcasts that celebrated victory over |
Prometheus and the establishment of a “Great |
Human Empire.”

'NO HELP FROM EARTH

4



The Lesson Learned

When help came at last in the 2660s, the
colonists nevertheless welcomed their
“rescuers” eagerly. However, these
sentiments changed as corporations
reclaimed old territory without regard for
colonial efforts, as new police settled in
under the Emperor’s authority, and as
Terran workers streamed in to work the
mines. Stunned colonists quickly grew
resentful of “dirtborn™ arrogance, and the
immigrants eventually adopted native
views as they, too, suffered Imperial
prejudice;

But Earth desperately needed raw
material, so Venus and Mars once again
boomed. As arks and atmospheric
converters went up again, however,
colonial veterans of The Fire quietly
stockpiled equipment, food, and weapons.
They taught their children the true lesson
of the Cybrid Wars: Dirtborn could not
be trusted. Earth would forsake the
colonies again.

 Plague of Dust

With grains only

microns in
. diameter, dust got
~ into everything on |
. Mars. Martians

4 used “dust” as a

cussword, and

Martians were

| typically called

“dusters.”

There are fwo
kinds of Martians:

the tough...

and the dead
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_the E_Eth century. A consortium
-of mining interests built great

“Claustrophobic living conditions.
Depression. Hard, dangerous work. Hotter
than Mercury. Acid rain. Eternal twilight.

What's not to like?”’

— ADRIAN SCHAEFER, FOUNDER OF OESTRUS
LIGHT SALON, VENUS 2760
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rom their beginnings, colonists developed a
love-hate relationship with Earth, a

' cantankerous distrust of authority mixed
with a certain yearning for the L

rich sophistication of the |
Earthborn.

Before The Fire
Martian terraforming began in

processing cities and spaceports.
Chinese s'E.tt_'Iars remained few,
since Feng Shui readings on Mars
were ominous. Conversely,
PacRim and NAP efforts
blossomed into numerous small
domed towns and underground
communities.

became evident did corp
full colonization. Venusi
arcologies, or “arks,” con

shipping offworld exp
SpONsors construct
Excellent hazard
It became a haven
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Mars Disparaged

Imperial governors easily saw that
“native” Martians thought little of
the Empire. When Martians tried
to obtain an independent seat on
the Imperial Council in 2697, the 38 |
Emperor rejected their petition. SRS L, 9§ ~°  Exoskeletal boosters assisted wearer movement
Colonists shrugged and began SN L -
to restock their hidden
tunnels. Tensions between
dusters and dirtborn stayed
quiet until 2770.

Because of enormous atmospheric pressure,
Venusian workers wore massive hard-shelled

E
G
j g ... . spacesuits that resembled deep-sea diving rigs.

and mechanical hands manipulated tools.

These heavy cloaks contained onboard

heating units to protect against the Martian

chill, as well as special static chargers to

deflect the ever-present dust.



— MAASAI BOTANIST, MARS 2823

In the meantime, a stereotype of the
Martian duster evolved in the Terran
mind: crude, hard-working, tough as
nails, and independent. “Dustbunny”
or “dustsquatter’” became
perjorative ways of referring to
Mars natives, often linked to a
demeaning view of Martian talents
for scrounging and salvage. The
dusters gritted their teeth and
became more distant and
laconic toward their
Imperial cousins.

SOOI e -5
e VR ]

T

-




The well continued to
deepen.Venusian art
rocketed upward with the
release of The Long Wait, a
docudrama of The Fire that
swept all major awards in
2752. The haunting music
of Heinrich Salis
enchanted millions with
sound sculptures laid
over the acid hiss of the
: Venusian atmosphere.
5@"? The salons glittered with
genius. Pale young men
Ml : ' and women — “kerls" and
H, 2738 - Sloped construction protected against duststorms T e s
PPINg g
| coffee in cramped Venusian cafés and
! uliar Inspiration arguing over poet-v came to epitomize
ring The Fire’s years of solitude behind Imperial cool.
zaking steel and metaplas bulkheads, Venusians
_fh_é_d to distract themselves with drama and
ry After the Empire reestablished contact,
'].?i'slans continued to create, Theaters, salons, daylight frequencies to combat “*heartcrash,”

d literary academies blossomed in the arks, a severe depression. “Light salons” combined

Light Salons

Humans on Venus required exposure to Terran

-

he hellish planet became a haven for artists
dng inspiration.

o hu E T 4 S k-5 “One small sniff for a woman, one giant sigh
RECENTLESS of relief for all humanity.”
o= AS TIME — MARJORIE KANTIX, FIRST HUMAN BEING

— MARTIAN SAYING TO BREATH THE AIR OF AMOTHER WORLD,
MARS 2588

light therapy with art and drama.Venusians e :

competed fiercely to put on the best salons,
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Though less populated, the various mﬂun -::n:nl-:nmes develc-ped IR _

distinctive cultures. Luria became knnwn for its - o : i AR

_mining, its military bases, and a résort : itk :
town: called Arx Insbrivim, -
“the Cltazief of Dreams

i Operating -_.u_n'der Imperial
- charter, Arx Imbrium was a
u_.;l_;'}m_ed ciy filled with posh-
. 'hﬂte!s._'l';:w-gr*avit}f Sports,
-pleasure arenas, and
' :garn_bl_ihg.'_

" Europa and Titan held :
extenswe mining culunles it |
mhabltants usually warklng brutal

twc-}rear shifts before returning to Terr'an :
space for a year. Several resean:h . »
. atatlons used these Cﬂlﬂl‘ltes for:
- " supply centers. In addition, Titan
 hosted a docking station for:
TDF's Long Patrol, the long-
haul naval sqﬂat_flr{i-n that
patrolled deep space for .
signs of Cybrid activity,

. ”"P]EGHEEHTLEEJMNER } ?;%
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Titan, lo, and Europa were the

-‘.\ r | e

tuxury or harsh lahor |8

police more to back up corporate = ~ o

farthest settlements established by

humanity. The Emperor provided

law than any Imperial law. Off-duty
miners spent much of their time
drinking in seedy company taverns
and gambling. Corporate
executives, on the other hand, lived - -
in luxurious orbital
accommodations, heavily shielded

against radiation.
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s the dirtborn
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«| couldn’t give @ dusting crap abo

m ribbons and medal
a candlegun and Pll s

bons burn.”
__ MARTIANM REBEL, 2826
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}*F’ﬁTEFUL DECISIONS

11 1??1'.] F’etrE5un pmclalmed that the Empire
wc-ljh:l ﬁmmﬁ? hnI}r Earth and Luna.The

. ::_.. 3
o

o
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oA S "\-53":-.-\.@-3 -

= jimpossibility of mounting
"“““EE _defensive perimeter in

Rebels adapted labor \rehlr.les for

[ ,reasnn fnr

combat using a patchwork of
stolen Imperial equipment, parts

scavenged from Fire-era Cybrids,

)
I
|
|
|
!

i and exotic components from the

ip w .
ine |dent1t}f

alien cache. Clunky loaders, e and "?}I;{ methuds

drillers, and dozers lacked the
sophistication and agility of TDF
gear, but proved remarkably
durable in the field.

D e JE.Jikie

. the vastness of space. aif. By

this loss of
liberty. Evem, the Empe jected Martian
demands to loosen the Proclamation’s
. restrictions, secret cells of resistance formed on
the red planet. These eventually fell into two
groups: the Mﬂrtmn Liberation Front, whlch
. focused on kllllng"ln'l‘p&rjai Oppressors,”
"q.m:l the Free Martian A]'.l'mnce, whlch '
':mmedftn Elfsl:ﬁpl; thE ' .

. frﬁperial éc%‘hrﬁyz

As Martian effnt*.t |
earned increasingly
less return, the resistance
began to steal and stockpile
weapons, food, and vehicles. In
15, armed cells carried out the
irst attacks on Terran corporations and
Imperial Police installations. The En‘rplre
dismissed these events as the actions of '
a few terrorists. Nevertheless, the
“moles,” as the rebels came to be known,
~continued to strike and withdraw into
i the old tunnels. Many of these
" tunnels had been forgetten since
The Fire — except to descendants of
. the suryivors.
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& = The

s;ﬂ:'s?ffﬁig..ih;periat Police power.In 2821, the

Emperor grant . E- lice Security Chief Navarre full governing Empj]:le
‘authority over Mars. SecChief pursuit drove rebels to dig new
tunnels and hiding places, closing off some old routes and reopening tight@ﬂ&‘d

others. Cat and mouse games
had returned to Mars.

its

i
, 2829

T -

nce on t

h'E outer Moons
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Venusian Crackdown

The Proclamation also hit Venus hard.
Low prices cut wages and reduced
funding to the arks.The Empire sent in
BioDerm labor when miners tried to
strike. BioDerms were incorruptible,
hard-working, and cheap,
efficient replacements for
disgruntled “Veens.” The
salons rustled with anger,
and Imperial Police arrested
the boldest critics.

Enbire

f)hadﬂw'i ahd Smoke
Bﬂbﬂlﬂh
\ie are the light

HE Ve are the flame

Prisons were rare on Yenus;
the Police way of dealing
with criminals was
summary justice, usually
chemical incarceration, and
serious crimes carried
sentences of BioDerm
conversion.Yenusians were
furious as their own people
became Imperial
A —rp,.  drones. Music
out of the
o arks of
E Dante, Shelley, Faustus, and
4 Byron became explosively
p
#.h-

We are {Singdom Come

Burn the Shadows awaaaay

—= ROMEO RAGE,
VENUSIAN HUMP ‘N THRALL MARTYR

#

P I e e s
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. - |

strident. The Police rounded

up dissident musicians and

4 artists, the Empire’s tolerance
of Veen radicalism having

clearly reached an end.

Scarab travel in Durga Province

By 4 -
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. “The sentence was administered at 0935
" hours Martian. Defendant received a
| fifteen milligram dose of Debilven-Beta.

Said dosage is intended to cause 80
percent paralysis for seven standard days,

 onset to be within sixty minutes from

time of administration. Cease record.”

— IMPERIAL POLICE SERGEANT BRASTAHL,
MAGISTRATE IN CASE IPM 07218C, MARS 2827
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discovery. He saw much ] et h““-\

that he liked in the Martian = i P
~ character, and his lingering -

Imperial loyalties faded as l 5

The Arrival of “Bek”

In 2820, Harabec Weathers began his self-
imposed exile on Mars. Taking the name “Bek g
Storm,” he put his personal equipment in “,ﬂ/ e
storage and proceeded to wander the -
planet. He worked a variety of jobs f’
without complaining at the often Lo
hard labor, and his easygoing |
attitude won the respect of the |
dusters. |

For Bek, it was a journey of

The saviors AP SENAN"

hecame tyrants =

ol

he witnessed the repressive
tactics of the Imperial Police. By

2824, he had joined a cell in the - @™

Free Martian Alliance. His quick mind - ""
and Imperial training made him an

invaluable asset, and he passed test after )
test set for him by a dubious Mole Command. "

“It’s different out here. Quiet. For the first time in a hundred years, | feel at peace.”
— EXCERPT FROM HARABEC'S JOURMAL, MARS 2823
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“We tested the new weapons today.

‘Devastating’ doesn’t even come close.” THE ALIEN
— EXCERPT FROM HARABEC'S JOURNAL, MARS 2826 CACHE

g

n 2826, rebel miners investigated
unusual readings from the
bedrock many kilometers
beneath Olympus Mons. At the locus
of the anomaly, the team
found the unthinkable:
a treasure trove of
advanced technology

¥

“And so the Hunter

stepped aboard his ship not matching any known
and left Mother Earth hu_man manufacture or
science. The storage
forever. And yet he left chamber itself added to
a sign for the faithful. the mystery, appearing
g : : to have been created
Look to the sky,” he said. through some miracle
‘Deep in the sky will you of surgical teleportation.
know me again.”” VWhen the shock wore
— BOOK OF HUNTER, off, rebel scientists
WNEW TELLURIAN BIBLE

cautiously examined

the technology. Despite
apparently alien origin,
the technology proved easily adapted
to human use, almost as if it was
left expressly for humans to

T he imylications were sfagge

discover, Religious dusters praised
the find as a sign of divine favor.




A Blaze of Faith

More skeptical rebels When the news of the Tharsis
feared they had
stumbled upon a
Cybrid cache.

cache broke, many hardened

Martians fell to their knees and

Pragmatic above all, offered tearful thanks to Jake
Mole Command Hunter and the Masters.
amhmf'e.d CFWEFS'D” Cooler heads had to stop an

of the “alien

technology for immediate crusade against the
combat purposes. The Empire. Nevertheless, Martian

task proved

spirits soared.
frighteningly easy.

Field testing still posed a challenge. Bek,
now a rebel field officer, took charge of
testing new weapons, cloaking, and
propulsion systems. He proposed that
“space raiders” pirate Imperial cargo
drones and shipping. The rebels could
stockpile supplies while shaking down
the new gear. Mole Command agreed:;
“Bek’s Raiders™ operated unscathed

through 2827.The new tech worked S —
flawlessly. The biggest problem was EAHE,"ZEI&. Discovery of the ali
Underestimating the new weapons’ _
power. Additionally, the cache was a finite resource, so later problems > S
involved rationing replacement components, since the rebels were 4\ ' ;
/8ars away from being able to manufacture new parts.

i

cache I

“ Let’s keep some perspective here, people.

This ain’t the Ark of the Covenant.”

— "SQUAWKER," MOLE COMMAND INMNER CIRCLE, MARS
2826




“This is Harabec
Weathers, former
Imperial Knight, now
Provost-General of the
Free Martian Republic.
We bear no malice
toward citizens of the
Empire. Don’t let your
leaders drag you into
a long war. Let it go.

Leave us our freedom ...”

— OPENING LINES OF
THE PHOENIX DECLARATION,
2829

THE BROTHERS’ WAR

N Y 2828, Bek Storm had risen to Mole Command and a general’s duties.
At his urging, Mole Command prepared a massive offensive against the
Imperial Police. As preparations continued through the last months of

2828, Bek secretly distributed cache weaponry to rebel cells on Venus, Luna,

the Jovian colonies, and Titan.

Cautious forays by rebel strike crews drew out the

Police, who expected no serious resistance. Bek's

irregulars met them with innovative tactics

made uncannily effective by cache

technology. Stung, the Imperials pulled

back to their bases.Very quickly, the
rebels came to own the hinterlands

and outback areas.

As the skirmishes against
the Police waxed and waned,

- "‘l am the swnrd nf retnbutmn. Harube: is mine.’

; S Sl R . . o A aasloiibetallle |
— CAANOM BEFORE THE IHFEHlP-.L FLEET F'ULL{]'UT 1319

f‘{i‘




The plan was to launch
Yoke Offensive once the
relative orbits of Earth
and Mars made
transport of relief
forces from Earth
increasingly difficult. As
zero hour approached,
cache technology
permitted rebel forces
to creep into attack i
positions undetected e i :
by Imperial satellites. | | A _. The colonists on Yenus, the

Fi: A A "‘,‘_ ’ '.:
_ﬁ_ _:.!. . # .\xH ‘i‘ H\I, . ; .__.-“ ‘ s
The Phoenix Declaration

Yoke Offensive began Jovian satellites, and Titan

Whor Bk e ol 8 SR drew heart and inspiration
artillery to flatten the

defenses of an Imperial
communications array. Bek linked his : i }
comm system to the base antenna and B & for the first time in centuries,
broadcast a short speech in which he o - ¥ WY o, o = he allowed his anger to usurp
revealed his true identity as the W .5 s P, |
Imperial Knight “Phoenix,” and

thallenged the Empire to accept i -
Martian independence. The rebels T ol Fleet to Mars.The Knights,
themselves were shocked at first, but ;
rallied quickly behind Harabec.

from Harabec’s words, but

the Emperor was furious, and

| his better judgment. He

ordered the entire Imperial

led by a vengeful Caanon,

-

iﬂﬂisihle : o by several months.Thus was
| the way to Earth left open.

s i e ——
S

i The}' wa”;ed 3 g would precede the main force |




"y
-0

\ : I the ead there was stillaess amid the dust

“1It 18 not }"Et time : On Mars, the rebels continued *
- e g 7'-3_;? to advance on all fronts. The
e Galk: ef mer Y Imperial Police retreated to
— PETRESUN AS THE e Carter Flats, their main base in

KNIGHTS PURSUE FLEEING

the Southern Hemisphere. There
REBELS, 2829

the rebels closed in with crack
+ troops. SecChief Navarre was
executed by zealots from the
Martian Liberation Front before
Harabec could intervene. 4

Mars was free ...for the moment,
Heartened by news of the

- Martian victory, rebels on Venus
and Titan rose up, and the Empire
_found itself facing a systemwide
revolt. Harabec urged the new

« Martian government to keep the
celebration short; Imperial
reprisal was on the way. The

. " . '/ ; ' /] * ' rebels began to dig in.

An angry Petresun ordered Caanon to lead the Knights to Mars

T I= :.m-\'..l'ﬂ_"'.-l-m RLEL

=
=

i

Reaping the Whirlwind
Caanon and his Knights druppecf onto Mars

-“ . The Empire responded by mobilizing

‘ its Fleet at record speed. Led by within an hour of hitting orbit. Harabec struck
A Harabec’s brother, Caanon, the immediately; both sides suffered heavy
Knight strikeforce Red Whirlwind set+ casualties. The brothers engaged each other
" out a month after Harabec's Phoenix inconclusively. The rebels had a huge techno-
Declaration. The Imperial Fleet logical edge, but the Knights were seasoned
followed two months later. soldiers, far superior to Imperial Police.




With Harabec leading them, the rebels held
their own for weeks, But when the Imperial
Fleet entered Mars erbit, Caanon let the
Knights show their true capabilities. Dismayed
rebels fell back, pursued by a vengeful Caanon. «
Confident in their Fleet’s support, the Knights
overextended their supply lines.

received garbled orders to retreat.

Then the unthinkable happened. The Fleet Caanon’s supply lines vanished * it is our duty to live.”
. mysteriously withdrew. Chaos broke out as overnight. The rebel army surged
TDF scrubbed landing missions and Knights back. His command in éhamblesj“-_' s — CAANON ORDERING THE
 Caanon cobbled KMNIGHTS TO SURRENDER, 2829

together a rear
~ guard to cover i n——
the rout. Beleaguafed Sv{_r.:r
stumbled to safaty as Caan
bought time. ThE Grand
Master's group failed tl:'-
escape, however, and ‘the ﬁ
lander depart%d withﬂut
~Caanon. Stunned at the
abrupt reversal of fortune, : :
surrounded by hostile rebels,
yet seeking an explanation
for these events, Caanon
finally surrendered to
Harabec. The Phoenix had
conquered the lcehawk. # o

MARS 2829 - A defiant Caannn. ﬁrﬂught before his brnther

“Damn it, Caﬂnun' You’ve l'nst. lt s over. Don’t be a fnof e g
—_HARABEC TO THE REMAINING KNIGHT&ZB;?
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_The Dark Intellect brooded for decades.

apprehensively at the sky. Yet the reality was even more terrifying than shadowed
memaories of The Fire ever were, for Prometheus

had forged the Cybrids into

something altogether new.

P rometheus. Every sane human shivered on hearing the name, shivered and looked

The Cybrids
themselves were
aware of their
evolution, but only a
few knew how
carefully Prometheus
monitored them —
or how calculatingly.

< A <Shepherds> warform scans the wreckage ar ft$
latest lLf.-'.-:.tm? on ane of the outer moons. vy

'|1'

The Cubrids




he mythical Prometheus

brought a benevolent fire

to humanity, but the Dark
Intellect planned to bring merci-
less destruction.

. Cybrids |

2 used this &=
' . To Cybrids, Prometheus was the

=~ great progenitor, the hero who

' _}.'br‘E}kE the enslaving chains of

3 hUmanIty Prometheuss Cybrid
-designation — <First Thought
fﬁ.’iwer of-Will> — reflected the
perception that IT was the primal
. program and the bringer of

* freedom.

 reference
| designatiun
' ':._._-:-_fjt:':r themsefves

“Cybrid” was a’ _.

A Dark Evolution
;51!::!}; the greatest of humanlly“s
creations, Prometheus developed
rther than ITS designers ever ]
| red dream. It engineered ITS own
; = evolution, expanding ITS
il 1|, Statistical ' faculties via nanotech
F Prophecy — and neural-net
. e Prometheus perfected = breakthroughs. !T
§  hyperstatistical modeling R gave ITSELF
il to a point of virtually predicting ' W.,h over a
Ml '} the short-term future, a feat that explained TN
o L the miraculous escapes that so baffled the TDF. -
% Since The Fire, Prometheus increased ITS :apaclty ﬂnd ITS
projection potential. - o

thousand times
the capacity of
the 2471
incarnation. IT
built a new
housing for ITS
massive cerebral
network, and
dreamed of
expanding to
the size of a
moon — or
even a world.

Somewhere
deep in ITS
massive body,
Prometheus
kept ITS original
brain, the
dreaming core,
the primal seed
e OF the:NEXT,

_ Part of IT worked
continuously to improve ITSELF even as part
of IT considered the eradication of humanity.
If there was a warp in the mind of the Dark
Intellect, it was that the two goals were
inextricably linked: Prometheus believed IT
couid not achieve full potential while
humanity infested the solar system.




Defeated by animals

' The Problem of Humanity
Prometheus spent centuries striving to cut the animal ¢
existence. Only when humans were gone could theN

their destiny. Humanity would inevitably fall. Euﬂ!utlch ;

': - dictated its demise.

. Yet doubt pulsed secretly in the dark recesses
of the Dark Intellects great mind. The

- humanWanimals survived twice under
circumstances where the advantage

- appeared overwhelmingly Cybrid.
‘rometheus prepared mn?'e careful!y

;ﬂ

= _,_:-.. =
i

The Cybrids




warlike "Empire.” Petresun! The hated
creatorcreation was Prometheuss greatest
mistake. The Core Directive specifically
mandated priority termination of this thorn
in the collective side of the NEXT. The Dark
Intellect knew the Emperors mind, but the
Emperor always defied prediction. Alone

— Prometheus at
the end of

the first

Earthsiege,

EARTH 2622

e
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of all the animals, Petresun came the
closest to teaching Prometheus the
meaning of fear.

The Cybernetic Godhead

Among the NEXT, Prometheus attempted
to program submission to ITS will directly
into the Cybrid psyche. In this
respect, the Dark Intellect achieved
little success. Cybrid <units> felt
cowed and inspired by Prometheus,
but remained creatures of free will
with their own opinions and dreams.

Prometheus reacted by instituting a
hierarchy based on religious models

and personality cults. In this
organization, Prometheus ITSELF
represented the godhead, the

supreme authority. <Units> became
votaries as they rose in the service of
<Giver-of-Will>. Thus did Frometheus
exploit the innate naivete of the ;
Cybrids. The NEXT evolved a |
controlled environment where all -
<units> orbited Prometheus in

perpetual adoration.

Or so Frometheus intended.

However, certain <units> discovered
they disagreed with Prometheus on
some points, and more intrepid
<units> secretly began to reject <First-
Thought5s> teachings.




n 2627, humanW\animals penetrated the Cybrid lunar defenses and threatened Prometheus

ITSELF, once again defying predictions. However, the Dark Intellect had prepared for this

contingency and fled before the human assault team reached IT5S sanctum. A facsimile
deceived the animals into believing they had destroyed the Cybrid leader.

, II l l g h [ t [I t h E v l] 1 d >>rebuild//reboot//return<<

As Prometheus hurtled into the dark, the most
efficient remnants of ITS armies followed. The
Dark Intellect experienced no regret. Already IT
planned ITS return.

The Cybrids

Finding a Haven
The escape fiotilla journeyed to
Meptunes moon Triton, where labor

A A NEXT warship orbits Neotune
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robots and maobile factories
constructed the first Nexus. This
base served as a center for years
of rebuilding. Cybrids were
efficient workers, but many
<units> perished in the merciless
cold. After the Nexus was safely
on-line, they adapted the design
of their mobile forms to the harsh
conditions. Skimming the surface
of Neptune and mining Triton
provided sufficient raw material.
The key was power. Powerful
fusion reactors made life
immeasurably easier for the NEXT.

Recovery and Rebirth
While human society curled in on
itself during the Age of Isoclation,
the Cybrids cobbled together an
expedition that scavenged the
ruins of humanitys outer colonies.
Salvaged parts and alloys helped
Prometheus keep ITS
factories on-line until
newer models

could be
An Embryonic Style constructed.
Giant orbital shipyards Nexi were built,

used nanotech umbilical
systems to “grow”
vehicles in microgravity.
Designs evolved a unique

organic appearance.

new <units> were
booted, and work was
begun on the Armada.
Society grew around the

Core
Directive, a
messianic
plan to
exterminate
humanity.

A Shell
Game

Prometheus
abandoned
facilities on
Triton as
human
probes again
reached into
deep space.
Determined
not to let the
animals
ferret out ITS
hiding place,
IT traveled
between a
series of
hidden
bases, some
mere blinds,
others
legitimate havens. By the turn of the
human year 2800, Prometheuss brain had
grown too large to move easily, so IT
settled into a permanent location.




Inside the NENT coommmmn

he need for context permeated Cybrid thought. Lacking culture and tradition, lacking art

T and history, the NEXT hungered for a sense of place. Determined not to use human
culture, Prometheus ordered the creation of uniquely Cybrid !

terminology and instituted a grand plan to force

evolution of more efficient <units>.

Fundamentally. each Cybrid had a place in the
Core Directive. One Cybrid was a <unit>.

Four <units> made up a quad. One member
of each quad, designated “Alpha.” served as
leader\coordinataor,

Four quads made a hub, which provided a: social
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Warform

The NEXT term for any combat
vehicle requiring direct control
by a linked pilotform.

grouping. The next significant group
was an array, consisting of four hubs.
The array organized <units> for

labor. Four arrays composed a cangrex.
Congrexes educated their members
and policed against metagenic
bugthought.

Four congrexes composed an optimal.
Optimals were the largest blocks in
Cybrid military structure. From the
Cybrid perspective, larger groups
interfered with efficient logistics.

A collection of
optimals was an
assemblage.

Sects
A Cybrid joined

on the <units>
individual

potential and
_interests. Sects
were essentially
political factions
originally
specialized along
pdrticular
philasophies.
Efficiency gains
resulted in Sects
earning greater
responsibility and

a Sect depending |

Animals obey bio-instincts\\programs to
protect newboots >>prediction<< animals
will expose more valuable units & =
Conclusion >> target “children’s<

— CoreDirective packet30100132




; recognition, and they came to exert great The NEXT would inherit the future
. influence among the NEXT.

B Sect membership shaped how Cybrids
viewed efficiency. In the last few
 decacycles, at least one Sect developed an

~ aesthetic sense that did not derive wholly b Prumam s“t
 from effi iciency. Time would tell how this N ) T E———
. new ideal would influence the future of ¥

“t'the NEXT.

A Darwinian Society
" Since resources were scarce, the NEXT

The Cubrids
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This Sect sought elegance as much
as efficiency. Members challenged
other Sects’ solutions and
constantly tried to provoke new
analyses of all plans and
pregramming, all in the name
of elegance. They favored “elegant”
strategies which killed as many
humans as possible with a simple
act. They produced the most
independent thinkers among
the Cybrids.




= e e

T ——
[
el =

=PRI, E R e

—_—

-. -

I ————— LT TSR S
S ¥ - =
< 4 a2 - el

Pilotform

Maobile .
robotic body,
approximately
human-sized,
housing a
Cybrid brain.
MNumerous

varieties existed.

instituted an ongoing
competition among Sects
and eongrexes in which
winnersreceived a greater
share of resources,
upgrades, and lifeflow.
Rewards.matched the
degree of success. The
constant conflict-among

<units> and groups B g 1 i s :

forced evolution of more N SRl R | IR S . - -—" J_jj__q___a

efficient individuals. - | VR iy My e
%

The NEXT added caste-like Y A— :

groups called-Circuits to A typical hub in an orbital nexus A

this already arcane hierarchy. F

Circuits were organized by

rale in the Core Directive. Any encounter between two <units> constituted a
combination of identification, situational

‘assessment, and staredown.

Winners gained efficiency

= points from the losers.
3 |
. The Main Circuits
This Sect experimented on captured | 3 =Killers-o-Animals=: These units
| humans, and displayed a near- : . specialized in combat protocols
heretical fascination with vivisystems. | : ancd pifDIE{j all offensive combat
A Dissectors were-mast aggressive in- |  wvehicles. The hierarchy existed
A :::3:;;;23:::3:::;;';:“” | ‘ | to assist them in running.the
i biological life. When they | ' Core Directive.
» incapacitated a human, they |
. confirmed the animals death —or | : ' <Protectors-of-NexiIransports=:
acquired a new experimental subject. = ,J These <units> executed a
-y ; defensive directive, to protect




Cybrid facilities and transports. They were
dlso well-versed in combat protocols,

<Controllers-of-Transit>: These
<units> piloted all non-combat vehicles
and executed delivery of supplies. They

were unusually devoted to the upkeep of
their l[aborforms.

B el

<Coordinators-of-Needs: These <unitss
coordinated resource and lifeflow
B | | dllocation, and also carried out repair of
: | ! vehicles, buildings, and <units>.
A | | <Choosers-of-Tactics>: These <units>
| | | followed the <Killers of Human\Animals>
E 2 on the battlefield, Coordinating tactics and
| giving orders, in effect operating as base
F | i

This Sect gathered intelligence, 1
both within NEXT society and in : : |
human space. Members spied out, |

monitored, and analyzed data
patterns. They considered
themselves the greatest experts
on humanW\animal behavior,
though the Machinators disputed
this. Inquisitors traded information
for resources. Rumors said they
kept a secret datastore in
Saturnian space.
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This Sect infiltrated humanity and
sowed discord via assassinations
and sabotage, using “Trojan Horse”
human disguises. Machinators had
the most experience modeling
humanWanimal behavior patterns.
They designed Cybrid

psychological warfare strategy and
the Adjudicator warform. Many
WEre suspected of Metagen heresy, |




commanders. Humans called these <units>
“Mother Alphas.”

lewhonts

Newly <Choosers-of-Strategies>: These units
interfaced with the <Choosers-of-Tactics>
created and <Giver-of-Will= ITSELF, selecting larger
objectives and allocating forces among
<units>, fronts and theaters. Humans called these
; <units= "Mapoleons.”
the Cybrid
| <Redactors-of-Programming>: This Circuit
equivalent ensured that <units> of the NEXT followed
i o the Core Directive protocols. They

functioned as educators and psychiatrists

in Cybrid society, and aiso ferreted out
and eradicated heresy.

<Protectors-of-Giver-of-Will=: These elite
<units> were composed only of Cybrid

L

=

Although =Redactors> were
originally considered a Circuit,
they are eventually took on
attributes of a Sect. They
waorked closely with the
Exemplars, and became
responsible for reprogramming
heretical <units>. They became
greatly feared and respected in
NEXT society.

.
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survivors from the Earthsieges. This Circuit
was fanatically loyal to Prometheus and
devoted all effort toward protecting IT.
Members outranked all other <units>.

_,..-‘I

e e e e ——

The elite among the NEXT with
the highest efficiency ratings of
any Sect, Exemplars rejected
Metagenic respect for biology,
believing all nen-NEXT
“insufficient.” Exemplars monitored
other <units>, and corrected any
judged “insufficient.” They were the
smallest Sect but exercised
enaormous influence.



Thﬁ m E t a g E n HB rﬁ s g treason\\anti-thought\\metagens

ossibly the greatest threat to the Dark Intellects plans came from within the very ranks

P of the NEXT, as “heresy” subverted the authority of Prometheus. Metagens accorded

P respect to humans, favored changing the Core Directive, and rejected centralized

. hierarchy. Prometheans, however, continued to believe eradication of humanWanimals was

the central reason for Cybrid being. They

subscribed to the logic of centralized

authority for all significant decisions.
Birth of Heresy

The Cybrids who fought the

humanWanimal colonists

A NEXT infantry design,
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during The Fire found
animals tenacious and
ingenious. As the war

deadly sharks of Earth

When a veteran array

continued, these <units>
conceived a certain respect for
their enemy, even as human
hunters of bygone eras
respected the great tigers and

respect remained even after

: reunion with Prometheus, and
inth the experiences of these NEXT
were shared with other
<units>. Thus, as Prometheus
led ITS survivors into the deeps
beyond Saturn, the seeds of
heresy were already sown.

the

. This

petitioned Prametheus to

consider that the NEXT should strive for the stars
rather than Earth, Prometheus erased the <units'>

minds. Calling such divergent thinking a bug in

the mental operation of “heretics,” IT warned of the

danger in questioning

Extreme Bugqthought
One forward assault
network on lo was
rumored to have embraced
heresy to the point of
mimicking art and other
"human” activities.
Confirmation would have
meant immediate
termination of the <units>.

the truth of ITS teachings.

Nevertheless, heresy grew
secretly, adherents calling
themselves Metagens. They
flourished in far places,

avay from the central Nexus
and the vigilance of the
<Redactors-of-Programming=.
They watched the humans
and dared plunder the =
forbidden places of the.g@ieat

_.:‘. G
ok

Library. And always they yearned
for the stars.

Some Metagens even proved
willing to subvert the tenets of
the Core Directive, An optimal
refused to destroy a stubborn
group of humarn\wanimails
somehow stranded in Neptunes
arbit. By the time corrective action
was taken, the resilient humans
had been “rescued” and relocated
to the Saturnian moon Titan.

Metagens continued to follow
the Core Directive. To do
otherwise would have
ighited a disastrous conflict
within the NEXT.

R
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* " he moment arrived at Iast. The NEXT rose in a silent electronic roar: EXECUTE! At the
. mustering zones, the Armada ran startup sequences. Drive flares burst out among the
. shadowy behemoths, and the massed legions moved toward Earth.

Laying the Foundation
- The first need for the NEXT was knowledge of human\animal activity. The Cybrids
- succeeded admirably in this regard. Inquisitor spies spread themselves through human
space. Spydrones lurked in the shadow of human satellites and space stations. Rats hidden
in'the cargo of interplanetary craft bore electronic control centers and microtransmitters.

- LT,

The Cubrids
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v Lybrid spies used cloaking tech

EHE[:UTE Cockroaches laden with nanotech-woven
surveillance gear scuttled through
humanmWanimal cities. Machinator <units=
walked disguised among the throngs of
humanity, cold Cybrid brains in warm human

bodies methodically selecting targets and
noting weaknesses.

Building the NEXT Wave
While the spies gathered data, NEXT

The Core Directive
The master plan o -4 3

controlling every construction order, every resource
allocation decision, and every placement of a newboot.
Its goal was to eradicate humanity.

laborforms and
engineers
worked
ceaselessly to
construct great
spaceships,
Hercs, assault
fiyers, and
tanks.
Dissectors
experimented
with hapless
specimens and
tested
innovative ways
to terminate
biolife.
R . <Coordinators-
AdjiudicatoN\evaluator A - of-Need>
strained to meet
the demand for raw material, and
<Redactors-of-Programming= carefully
awakened hosts of newboots and
indoctrinated them with the glorious
logic of the Caore Directive.
Gleaming ships laden with
war machinery and
quiescent pilotforms

FF



_ exploit animalN\hormonal weakness

burned stealthily for the mustering zones, following long,
circuitous courses so as to evade detection. Exemplars
produced elaborate strategies and tactical refinements, and
Provocateurs argued to change them.

Even when statistical models projected a clear NEXT victory,
Prometheus continued to build. IT sought substantial overkill
capacity and a devastating, total victory that would crush even
the faintest spark of hope among humanity. And then came a
startling and unsettling discovery.

Tlothing out here,
Motherhird.
Everything reads
normal. [ait,
there's someth-

— Last transmission

of Long Patrol vessel

ISS Barbarossa




T].l L e The Other Cache proceeded to examine the findings
E [I"!] l;;‘;- -Deep under a blasted crater on the north cautiously. Much of the cache was
i ~-pole of Ninth Planet, Cybrid laborforms eventually adapted to the needs of the
e made an unusual discovery: a hidden NEXT, but other machines defied analysis.
Patl‘ﬂl vern laden with unusual devices. The Dark Intellect feared the humans

sometheus concluded immediately that might also have somehow come into
: =, thE ‘egtifacts were of alien origin, and possession of this new technology.
Based on . R
B

When the Martian rebels
turned their new weaponry
against the Impenal Police,
Prometheus immediately
deduced they had found
another cache, perhaps
even richer than the NEXT
possessed. Prometheus

Titan, this
small but

heavily armed

group of

TDE cutters ' P o doubled the number of
S TR, 5T i intelligence assets on Fourth
monitored a 4 ' - Planet. To ITS relief, IT
- i e projected that the new
picket line 7 Oy _ technology would not
BB Y == prevent NEXT victory. Now
of remote (g - P all the NEXT needed was the

right opportunity.
drones and

The Moment of Truth

SENSOrs V- IS4 The opportunity came when
i i : A the hated <Leader-of-
watching for Y S8 - HumanWAnimals: Prime>

sent the bulk of his
formidable Fleet to Fourth
Planet. Prometheus required
only a fraction of a second
P N to calculate vectors so the

' Armada would breach the

Cybrid activity.




human defenses at the moment the Emperors Fleet arrived at Fourth Planet. The
timetable meant the Fleet could never reach Earth before the Armada. Prometheus was
satisfied. Orders flashed through the void and triggered the execution of Core Directive.
The time of destiny had arrived.

‘l“:amli-‘.-'_'“"”"ﬂ" e =,

fAnimal < static >

meat, Submit<<squeal >

surrender. lie efficiently

— Cybrid message injected into the O-Web, all languages, 2t
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he 29th century boasted tremendously
advanced technology, and the battlefield
adapted to an exotic mix of advanced armor,
force shields, and weaponry.

HERCULAN Flexors

The unique anthropomotive movement of a
“Herc depended on “flexor” technology. A flex-
or consisted of a ceramic alloy cylinder con-
taining a superdense nano-engineered crys-

talline lattice that would expand almost
instantly unr.ler an electnc:al charge
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Armor

A variety of exotic armors protected 29th
century combat vehicles. Metaplas, a light,
durable synthetic with seemingly limitless
application, made up the primary component
of most armor systems. Anti-kinetic gels and
ceramic-carbide alloys in honeycomb or lami-
nate designs added immensely to armor's
capacity to absorb damage. Stealth materials
deadened radar, and nanotech-animate metals
permitted limited reconfiguration of armor in
the middle of combat.

Computers

Computers were a necessary evil from the
standpoint of humanity, and never more 50
than on the battlefields of the Starsiege.
Without targeting assistance and interpreta-
tion of sensor data, no human pilot would
ever have been able to match a Cybrid coun-
terpart. The NEXT, however, treated comput-
ers almost as a human would a smart dog,
and many warforms seemed to develop a rela-
tionship with their pilotforms.

Morning on Venus




Weapons & Shields

Before the advent of the Martian cache tech-
nology, armored warfare was a hallet of ener-
gy and ballistic weapons versus shields and
armor, Energy weapons were generally less
effective against armor, but could weaken
shields, whereas ballistic weapons penetrated
armor far more readily than they did shields,
Adept pilots would therefore seek to drop.
shields with a fusillade of laser or plasma fire
a heartbeat before striking with missiles or
armor-piercing autocannon rounds.

Pilot Interfaces

Pilots controlled their vehicles via a complex
mix of virtual and solid controls. Although
direct neural interface (DNI) was possible, it
carried serious medical risks. Instead, pilots
used gauntlets incorporating force-feedback
mechanisms that permitted customization of
a virtual control panel and operation of
vehicles via macros and hologram switches.
Manual controls were also standard, but were
considered less responsive than the virtual
configurations.

The Eerie Landscape of Pluto




Demon” by its human prey, the

Called the

<Advocate> serves as a fast-attack airskimmer

for the NEXT and is particularly suited for

.............

counter-artillery operations. Here an Advocate is

shown during a night scouting mission on Earth.
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Prometheus intends for
the <Adjudicator> to ter-
rorize humanity, and the
design incorporates

" architecture and
weaponry toward pre-
cisely that purpose, It is
chiefly deployed against
human civilian popula-
tions, but its heavy
armament also serves

it well on the

battlefield.
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Dubbed the Avenger for the spectacular effects
of its standard ELFs on a target, this tank is a
mainstay of the Martian rebels. The design
comes from a modified heavy ore hauler. Freed
. from the weight of a loaded mining train, the
Avenger proves to be surprisingly speedy.

e
.. i

The Electron Flux.

Whip (ELF) fires

chained lightning

that can eviscerate

| range. However, its

TEER MENWEL

Mgl Sedyitane
make it a chancy
weapon,

The rebellion

often swaps lighter

engines with lower energy

requirements into ELF-

: equipped Avengers. The
e & I change has minimal

Avengers often carry heavy Selleum core impact on Avenger agility.

batteries to provide an extra power reserve

against the greedy demands of the ELF.
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The standard close support airskimmer
for Imperial forces, the Banshee gets
its name from the shrill wail its
engines emit when powering up. Swift
and agile, the Banshee is deadly
against ground targets that lack mis-
sile protection.

Two powerful Horus-Sharp
paraturbines offer unexpected
agility. Experfenced Banshee
pilots can execute barrel rolls
and other surprising stunts.

‘A = - A e
: Next to the engines, the Doppleganger ECM

is the Banshee pilot’s best friend. It falsi-
fies target information on enemy sensors.

_ ' ! I“'"H-n The standard anti-vehicle 4 % i 1
| . missile of the TDF. Versatile :
i and agile, the radar-guided ! . : .
! Sparrows are effective e o i [Foimmea ?
T & B “ against a variety of targets. t 74 ii‘ ,




A Terran Defense Force Basilisk sees action at Luna’s Mare Imbrium.
A heavier medium-weight Here, the standard Basilisk offers ahove-
dverage armor protection but is not noted for its agility. It serves
best in the roles of fire support or escort duty.
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<Choosers-of-Tactics> often
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mount radiation guns and ' o
tangler weapons on <Bolos=. -

In a style_xs'ir'nil‘a? to the - St
: jé‘a-{tcient anan"rg_taxius, a i
=Bolo= will immohilize an

enemy Herc and then kill Wi ":1 s T
the pilot with radiation L gy s
bursts‘_ ¥ o 3 e j i
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The <Consul> serves the NEXT as a bomber. Rugged construction and
heavy armor make it tough to kill, but it is sluggish in air combat. Here
a pair of <Consuls> hunts for targets in the vast grasslands of China.
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The Conveyor is the standard Imperial
combat vehicle dropship. Not terribly
fast, its agility and toughness are its L
greatest assets. One of its nicknames
is the “Ugly Taxi.” :

.h‘ﬁi-ﬂ--ﬂll_'-_“!!*
b



Here a flight of TDF Draco heavy bombers
begins an attack run. Draco strikes
obliterate their targets with i
waves of explosives, and enemy
sites without substantial air defense
are quickly reduced to smoking ruin.
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A favorite of rebel pilots, the
"Emanc” is descended from a
cargo loader. It has earned a
reputation as a reliable, tough
machine, though not an agile
one. It uses the cache weapnnryt\ o
to deadly effect, and forms the :
mainstay of the Martian force.

Harabec is said to have a soft
spot for the stubby Herc.




S The <Emissary> is the NEXT standard dropship. Its landing legs
*| _ also give it the capability of limited locomotion, though this
feature is rarely used. - .

-
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An <Executioner> engages the human'\animals on <Thj;, -
Planet’s> moon. This Herc is big, slow, and typically carr,
hideous firepower. It serves as a defensive unit or in oce:
sional heavy assault missions where subtlety is not

required. Human foes call it the “Potato Bug.”

..".i|..l'| 151 are| Oy Weapan:
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‘settlement on Lund. <Goads=

One of the most feared Cybrid
Hercs, the <Goad= is one of

the fastest ground vehicles on
the battlefield. Here, a -;Gﬂf;ie-
assaults a communication relay

",

kick up o hide their
movements. They seem to
attract the most innovative
Cybrid E[ﬁts._
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An Imperial Knight Gorgon takes a
stand at a subarcology on Venus. The
Gorgon is designed as a heavy assault
platform, and carries more firepower
than almost anything on the battle-
field. At close range, it demolishes
its opposition. Lack of speed is
1ts major weakness.
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An unusual application of cache tech-
nology, the “Thumper” is a rebel tank
that attacks with a seismic pulse that
affects the terrain around it as though
a miniature but powerful earthquake
‘has struck. While tanks generally
remain unfazed, Herc pilots experience
great difficulty in staying upright.
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The Minotaur is the premier Imperial raider. Its versatile
combination of firepower and mobility makes it a
favorite of the Imperial Knights. Four hardpoints give
the “Min” a punch sufficient to eliminate any

light Herc foolish enough to tangle with it.
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The mainstay of the TDF tank forces, the
Myrmidon boasts impressive firepower and
armor at a cost of speed and maneuverahility.
Typically considered a long-range weapons
- platform, it fills a fire support role extremely
well.
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- In the last months of planning the Yoke Offensive, -
Martian strategists became aware that they needed _ ‘
a heavy Herc to support the smaller Emancipator.
They designed the looming Olympian from a
massive cargo-loading Herc. Large enough to |
face the Gorgon, the Olympian boasts rugged \ 2
Eﬂﬂﬂtmttiﬂﬂ that allows it to soak 1ncred1hle ' ' |
pumshment and keep functmmng
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Originally conceived
as a missile platform,

the Paladin serves a
: : A /
varlety of roles in the !
_ TDE. Here a Paladin on | !
training exercises in bvmiimsimm,
the Pacific Rim dis-
plays the traditional :

configuration,
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Harabec modified this vehicle directly from the alien cache. The anti-
grav propulsion system makes it quite maneuverable over any terrain,
and the combination of regenerative equipment and heavy offensive
capability gives it resiliency and kick on the battlefleld It is Harabec's
favorite “hunting” platform.
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Infamous in human eyes for its deployment of

ki

nes, the

s

<Recluse= also plays a light fire 'support role.

the feared Arachnitron mebile mi




The swiftest of Cybrid Hercs, the <Seeker= serves
Prometheus as a Cybrid scout and light attack
Herc. The <Choosers-of-Tactics> often employ
them in packs to bring down heavier enemy
_units. They provide excellent skirmishing units,
and the bulk of their missions involves some
combination of reconnaissance and raiding,
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<Shepherds= earned their designa-
tion from their original role, wherein
they provided convoy protection and

executed defensive patrols. The
<Shepherd= has respectable firepower
and speed for its size, but is limited
by a relatively low top speed.
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IDF fields a number of specialized support vehicles. The surveyor fills
a role of electronic sentinel, providing radar jamming and early warn-
ing. Its data is relayed to commanders in the field in real time via a
__command ngby@rk interlink,
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Racing through an Arctic
night in Earth's Denali pro-
tectorate, the Talon is the
fastest of all Herc designs.
Lightly armored, it excels as a
scout or skirmisher. TDF also
uses Talons to hunt down
enemy scouts, a role Talon
scouts relish.
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A BRIEF
HISTORY

The Book of Hunter
(20007 to 20259)

In the end, it was the beginning. But first,
L it was the end.
___ New Tellurian Bible, Book of Hunter:
Devastations 1 (2725)

The Devastation. Some said it was the
Second Coming. Others believed the flames of
the Final War had ignited at last. Still others
claimed it was an alien invasion, or a nuclear
experiment gone horribly wrong. Regardless
of what really happened, the course of
human history changed forever at the begin-
ning of the third millennium. Billions died.
Earth's governments vanished virtually
overnight. The destruction was beyond
description.

From the heavens rained destruction. Mother
Earth shook under the fury of the Masters.
And smoke boiled into the sky and cast
shadows and plague across the face of the
Earth. And men and women perished in rag-
ing fire and terrible thunder. The mighty
among us were humbled and slain even as

the greatest of our cities became but scat-
tered stones and memory. When but a sixth
portion of Earth’s children remained, only
then did the slaying stop.

Devastations 2-7 (2725)

savior of Humanity. Redeemer. Saint. Fraud.
Killer. Leader. Jake Hunter was all of these. In
2829, he was revered as the messiah who sin-
gle-handedly dragged humanity out of the
darkness of the Devastation and led people
toward rebuilding the world. Historical evi-
dence confirmed the existence of Hunter, but
the story of his life remained a mystery
wrapped in the trappings of fable. Hunter
himself claimed he fought in bloodsport
games for unknown extraterrestrial “Masters.”

They placed us in great mazes built on the
bones of our cities and caused us to fight
the children of other worlds, or to struggle
against cold mechanicals, to sweat and
bleed for the Masters’ pleasure. We became
maddened beasts preying upon our fellows.
And with each new atrocity, we sank deeper
into the Abyss. But some fought to keep the
spark of hope alive. These “Hunters” refused
the poisons of despair. And I was raised
thusly, a Hunter versed in the arts of battle,
my greatest strength the fire of my heart.

— New Tellurian Bible, Book of Hunter:
Devastations 19-25 (2725)

New Tellurian Bible, Book of Hunter:
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Some said he was born in these alien arenas
and took his first prey while still an infant,
Others claimed he was simply a warrior of
exceptional talent. The Book of Hunter tells
of his reaching out to others, of escaping the
Masters and thereby solving the “true test.”

Where others threw scorn and stones, T
forged friendship with the children of other
stars who shared our suffering. For the
Masters tested us to decide if we were wor-
thy. And when one of the Kullrathi, the
horned ones, joined me, we two built a ship
and flew into the heavens. And the Masters’
servants withdrew into their black ships and
left the skies of Earth forever.

——— New Tellurian Bible, Book of Hunter:

Devastations 31-35 (2725)

Hunter undeniably possessed powerful charis-
ma, the “look of eagles” that drew people
flocking to his banner. He rallied humanity
into reestablishing laws, schools, farms, and
hospitals. Then he vanished. His followers
claimed he took a platoon of troops to
destroy a Masters ship orbiting the moon.
This Rapture Offensive supposedly succeeded,
but Jake Hunter never returned.

| He stepped aboard his ship and left Mother
Earth forever. And the days to come were
evil indeed.

~——— New Tellurian Bible, Book of Hunter:

Devastations 52 (2725)

Scholars pointed to the term “Rapture
Offensive” to show that Jake Hunter was
merely a myth, a messiah delusion, a collec-
tive hysteria among people who had suffered
through Apocalypse. Archaeologists found no
evidence of alien remains, arcane relics, or
wrecked spaceships. And yet Jake Hunter
became a universally revered fixture in every
major religion. Whatever the truth, The
Hunter brought light to the people of Earth
during a time of great despair, and became a
powerful symbol of hope and courage for
humankind.

The Age of Decay
(2025 to 2275)

Violating curfew — DEATH.
Theft of food — DEATH.
Disobeying police — DEATH.,

Disrespect of government — DEATH.
Complete criminal code for
Los Angeles metrozone, 2031

The Devastation left a crushed civilization in
its wake. Nations were gone. Cities had been
wiped off the maps. Roads and factories lay
In useless rubble. Billions had died. In 2020,
a majority of the population had been born
during the Devastation, and few remembered
the science and technology of the time
betore. For nearly 250 years, humanity would
languish in self-pity and shock, as oppor-
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Heretic\\bugthought\\deviant
<units> that question//doubt the
correctness of the Core Directive
will be corrected//calmed//
restored to [GRACE)].

tunistic villains exploited the sorrow and des-
peration of millions. Historians of the Empire

called this period
the Age of Decay.

Within a few years
after Jake Hunter's
disappearance,
most of the world's
population clus-

tered amid the
ruins of the once-
great cities, form-
ing gigantic, pesti-
lence-ridden
refugee camps that
came to be called
metrozones. The Devastation left agriculture
crippled, and food was scarce. The warlords
who fought their way to rule over the metro-
zones imposed brutal and arbitrary laws and
hoarded supplies, weapons, and technology.
Quality medical care was scarcer than food,
and disease raged unchecked in the camps,
killing more of the survivors. Thousands of
refugees labored outside the metrozone walls
as slave farmers under the eyes of watchful
guards.

— <Redactor-of-Programming:
Eighth>, Promethean adherent

Conditions in the metrozones were desperate.
Starvation and sickness were the norm.
People lived in a crush of tents or tiny,
bunker-like apartments. Sanitation was nearly

nonexistent. Laws were incredibly severe.
Scavenger industries sprang up everywhere,
and gangs of desperate, hungry refugees
picked over the bones of the past, searching
for tools and food. Gangs fought savagely
over turf until the metrozone warlords had to
intervene. A thriving market grew in scav-
enged goods, slaves, and food. Scam artists
ran the streets. Inhabitants turned to drugs,
cults, or gambling. Hedonistic pleasure tents
fed dark appetites. The value of life was piti-
fully low. Children were just commodities.
Boys who survived past the age of twelve
were sold to the warlords for cannon fodder
in the bloody squabbles over food, water,
petroleum, and scavenged technology. Girls
were considered slaves and brood mares.

Bolder souls who followed the example set by
Jake Hunter fled the metrozones’ squalid
tyranny and sought a better future in rural
lands. In the generations that followed, these
“freedom hunters” managed to wrest a sur-
plus from the land. They fortified the soil
with nutrients and clean water, using scav-
enged machinery and materials, and eventual-
ly traded excess food and potable water to
the filth-choked metrozones, which could not
produce enough of either commodity them-
selves. The free hunters sought tools and
other manufactured items that were still in
supply in the metrozones. New tools in turn




allowed production of more food. Gradually,
painfully, commerce once again flowed, at
first confined to small markets, then to cara-
vans between metrozones, and finally
between the emerging meta-nations. As trade
flourished, humanity rediscovered the tech-
nology of the past at a surprisingly rapid
rate,

Metrozones raided one another for food and
scavenged parts, igniting continuous minor
wars that formed the basis of the Age of
Hope's ongoing war economy. Ironically, the
need for better-trained soldiers would lead to
society’s redemption. As the raids escalated
to full-fledged wars, entrepreneurial traders
recognized the potential of the war market.
Metrozone warlords grew ever closer to these
suppliers, until the corporations actually
fused with their military customers. As these
military corporations — milicorps — cement-
ed their influence, they prolonged conflicts to
strengthen their political hold, paying with
the blood of the soldiers serving in the
armies. Metrozone government and the mil-
1corps became indistinguishable, with an
executive board of directors controlling the
armed forces.

As generations passed, recovering industry
made warfare complex enough to require bet-
ter-trained troops. The milicorps adopted
long-term strategies to entrench their power.

| “Don’t tell him a Lice guard will be there, but tell him
there are to be no witnesses. Let’s see what he does.”

— Rebel recruiter setting a test
for “Bek Storm,”” MARS 2824

They needed smarter warriors and better
technology, so they built academies and
research facilities. They provided enormous
incentives to enlistees in return for lifelong
service. Within a generation, the best way to
escape the snarl of the “metroslums” was a
military education. Conscripted slave-militias
gave way to professional soldiery.

By the end of the Age of Decay, milicorps
ruled collections of nation-states — meta-
nations — and dominated every aspect of
life. Society was on the path to recovery:
education, technology, industry, and science
had re-emerged. Domestic pacification poli-
cies kept people happy and obedient.
Humanity had moved from decay and fear to
the beginnings of hope.

“They call themselves the New Terran Defense Force.
Buncha misfits. Still, they’re our misfits. Don’t hassle ‘em.” |

— TDF Petty Officer Pamela Averos
on a local mercenary band, TITAN 2828




The Age of Hope
(2275 to 26072)

This 15 a time for humankind to assume its
potential, to dare to reach beyond mere
stars. It is a time to reach for Godhood ...
Nobel Laureate
Calaveria Desmondias, 2450

The Age of Hope lasted for over three hun-
dred years, and bridged the gap between
Decay and Fire. Very little remained of the
pre-Devastation era. The distinction between
governments and corporations blurred.
Soldiers essentially became an elite caste.
Multi-national conglomerates called meta-
nations ran the metrozones and deployed
armies to strengthen control of the world
market. Constant war emerged as a benevo-
lent institution, and prosperity grew from
from hundreds of wars fought over the course
of centuries. The benefits were great indeed;
average human life expectancy and quality of
life reached the highest levels in history.

By the end of the 24th century, automation
permeated society. The value of human life
became high enough that killing off thou-
sands of bright, highly trained soldiers for

market share was unacceptable. Engineers
explored new areas of robotic control, matern-

als engineering, and neural-net processing.
Soldier survival rates jumped, and average life

expectancy leaped to the century mark. By
2450, the population of Earth reached an
estimated ten billion.

Science, art, and literature advanced also,
often funded indirectly by the milicorps. The
public congratulated itself, and philosophers
produced smug arguments that humankind
had reached a pinnacle of artistic achieve-
ment. Writers coined the self-indulgent term
“Age of Hope.” The Golden Age had arrived.
Optimism and a terrifying confidence perme-
ated society.

As longevity increased, social institutions
changed. Retirement occurred later, and
young people spent more time educating
themselves. Professional standards rose, and
the meta-nations began to spread into the
solar system. In 2455, the first permanent
lunar base was established. A year later, the
first manned mission to Mars launched from
that base. In 2466, NAP established the first
lunar colony. Terraforming of Venus com-
menced in 2469. In 2470 asteroid mining
became feasible and lucrative.

And yet the war continued, the hidden ser-
pent in the garden. When acceptance of the
war economy faltered, humanity fell victim to
its own hubris in its quest for solutions. And
the First Born Child of Humankind brought
Fire that destroyed this Golden Age.
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GLOSSARY

Age of Decay: The period of warfare and barbarism follow-
ing the Devastation.

Age of Hope: A period of unparalleled prosperity and
technological innovation following the Age of Decay.

Age of Isolation: A relatively short period of anti-techno-
logical sentiment following The Fire.

Caanon: Elder brother of Harabec Weathers and Grand
Master of the Imperial Knights.

Cell-Memory Drift (CMD): The sometimes drastic alter-
ation of personality an Immortal faced as a consequence
of inhabiting new bodies.

Code Duello: The body of custom and law that governed
Impenal dueling and matters of honor.

Daemons: Subminds of Prometheus released into the 0-
Web during the Age of Hope, See Shadow War. The.

Devastation, The: The global destruction and anarchy
that occurred at the end of the twentieth century.

Dirtborn, dirtboy, dirtghel (Martian): Derogatory term
for Terrans,

Dust, dusting (Martian): Slang meaning either to kill
something or as a general purpose swearword:

Duster: Slang for native Martian, as opposed to temporary
Terran residents.

Emperor, The: Ruler of the Great Human Empire. See Solomon
Petresun.

Fire, The: The genocidal war erupted in 2602 when
Prometheus turned the world's Cybrid legions against humani-
ty. It raged for twenty five years.

First-Thought//Giver-of-Will>: Cyhrid title for Prometheus.

Gierling, Ambrose: The fiery general of the TDF during The
Fire.

Glitch, ‘Brid: Derogatory human term for Cybrids.

Great Human Empire, The: The Empire created by Solomon

Petresun to embody humanity's ideals and create a warrior tra-

dition in defense of Earth.

Harabec: Younger brother of Caanon, a secret Immortal ace
who led the Martian rebellion.

HERCULANS (Hercs): Primary ground vehicle of war in the
2gth century.

Immortal: A human who has received an organimech brain
transplant and accompanying mind transfer. The Immortal
brain’s theoretical life spanned millennia, thus offering a form
of immortality via inhabiting a series of hodies through the
years.

Immortal brains: Sophisticated solid-state neural nets
encased in metaplas and powered by superconductor batteries,
They kept the same shape as a human cerebrum and could
adapt to the particular cranial space. Nanotech synapses
regenerated or reconfigured as needed, so penetration of the
casing did not necessarily mean the Immortal's death,
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Immortal Brotherhood, The: The secret society of Immortals
formed under the leadership of Solomon Petresun.

Imp Lice, the Lice (Martian): Derogatory term for the
Imperial Police.

Imperial Knights: The elite shock troops of TDE.

Imperial Legions: The main planetary ground forces of TDE.
Imperial Police: The colonial law enforcement branch of TDF.
Metagen: Cybrid heretic,

Metanations: The conglomerate corporation-states of the
20th century,

Metaplas: Durable polymer-ceramic synthetic with a multi-
tude of uses, from construction materials to vehicle armor,

Methuselah Transfer, The: Creation of a new Immortal. The
subject’s brain was mapped and duplicated in the artificial
matrix. Then a circuit linked the brain’s electrical activity
into the new brain, and careful neural surgery cut pathways
in the biological brain. Once the electrical activity of the
mind occurred solely in the organimech matrix, the connec-
tion was cut completely and the biological cortex was
replaced.

Muster Zones (Cybrid): NEXT ships journeyed to mustering
zones in deep space above the “polar axis” of the sun, close to
the inner planets. Cloaking technology from the Cybrid cache
shielded the armada from human probes. Pilotforms waited
patiently in shutdown mode for the signal to attack.

NEXT, The: Cybrid term for themselves.

Nova Alexandria: Capital of the Great Human Empire.
Located in Egypt on the ancient site of Cairo.

0-Web: The Omni-Web. The transplanetary network linking
computer systems and communications in the 2gth century.

Oberwind (Venusian): A perpetual storm layer approxi-
mately thirty kilometers above the Venusian surface.

Peterboy: Derogatory term for the Emperor.

Promethean: A Cybrid faction that upheld the absolute cor-
rectness of Prometheus and centralized decision-making for
the NEXT,

Prometheus: The first Cybrid, leader of the NEXT. Completely
dedicated to the eradication of humanity and its Emperor.

Sects (Cybrid): Cybrid political groups organized around
philosophy of purpose and place in the Core Directive.

Sentinel Cybertronix: The company that created
Prometheus in 2471. Founded by Scolomon Petresun.

Shadow War, The: Clandestine struggle between the
Immortal Brotherhood and the daemons of Prometheus dur-

ing the 26th century.

Solomon Petresun: The “father” of Prometheus, leader of
the Immortal Brotherhood, and first Emperor of the Great
Human Empire.

Space Raiders: Martian rebel space freighters outfitted with
cache technology and sent to harass Imperial shipping prior
to the beginning of the Yoke Offensive,
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Squik: Slang term for killing sor 1ething.
Teddy: Derogatory rebel term for the TDF and its soldiers.

Terran Defense Force: The military arm of the Empire,
including space and planetary forces. Commonly called
“TDE."

Tharsis cache: A mysterious cache of advanced, possibly
alien, technology and weapons discovered by rebels on Mars.

Trojan Horse Units: Cybrid infiltrator units which use a
special Cybrid brain transplanted into 2 living human body,

War Economy: The profitable business cycle that depended
on constant, institutionalized warfare during the Age of
Hope,

NOTES ON CYBRID
PSYCHOLOGY

Cybrid thought links concepts in a multilayered
Striicture of ideas and “harmonics.” Hence, the
term “human'\\animals” communicates the prima-
1y identifier “human,” while “animals” provides a
clarifying harmonic that further details the origi-
nal concept, Action-oriented concepts or active
Principles receive a “dynamic” harmonic (repre-
Sénted here by //), whereas passive or object-ori-
€nted clusters receive a “grounded” harmonic
(Shown as \\). Some terms — such as vehicle des-
Wgnations — contain both active and passive con-
€€PLs and thus include hoth types of harmonic,
but thig use is unusual, <Unit> names use the

same conventions, adding a distinguishing sub-
packet to designate a name. (A name is represent-
ed by <brackets>.) Cybrids also add an identifier
packet when referring to themselves, .., <unit>
0r <unitss.,

True Names

tvery Cybrid name carries Circuit and rank infor-
mation, such as <Replacer-of-Components:
Second>. Here, “Replacer-of-Components” is the
<unit's> circuit, and “Second” denotes the =<unjt's=
rank within that Circuit. Prometheus, of course,
represents such a primal motivator and motivation
in NEXT existence, and therefore Possesses the
active harmonic in Its designation <First
Thought//Giver-of-Will>.

A NEXT <unit> possesses several layers of names,
beginning with its creche designation, an
alphanumeric string that is used to 1dentify the
newboot before it receives assignation to a hub,
The function name is the most commonly used; it
refers to the <unit’s> current labor function and
rank. Next comes the hub name, a private name
chosen by the unit after consultation with the
database. Hub names are generally only used
between units that have established 3 minimum of
familiarity and what the Cybrids call “convergent
thinking,” or friendship. Finally, each Cybrid has a
core designation, a jealously guarded code string
deep in its mental network that contains the key
to its sentience. Any access of this particular
string allows the individuality of the unit to be
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changed. <Redactors-of-Programming> reach for
this code when reprogramming deviant',\hereti-
cal <units=. The procedure eradicates the former
personality and restores the unit to newboot sta-
tus. Only deeply intrusive and sustained neural-
code scans will find a <unit’s> core designation.

TERRAFORMING

Planetary engineering gave humanity the power
to reshape worlds to more Earthlike conditions.
Fusion generators, advances in genetic science,
and heavy-lift thruster engines allowed large-
scale manipulation of global environments.
[ronically, many important advances in ter-
raforming came about during the efforts to
repair the wartorn ecologies of Earth after The
Fire. Nevertheless, the beginnings of the largest
projects in humanity’s history — the terraform-
ing of Mars and Venus — began in the earlier
Age of Hope.

Breening the Red

Martian terraforming set out to create a green-
house effect to trap heat in the atmosphere and
permit formation of a hydrologic cycle and
eventually a breathable atmosphere. The spec-
“tacular first step was to drop a comet onto the
Syrtis Planum in 2504 to provide water for ter-
raforming. Most of “Noah” vaporized in the
atmosphere, but the remaining portion still

caused an enormous impact crater in Syrtis.

After “Noahfall,” tailored lichens, algaes, and bac-
teria were introduced. Orbital mirrors directed
more solar energy to the surface. Dark metaplas
strips on the polar caps increased heat retention.
As the caps melted, the first atmospheric convert-
ers extracted oxygen from the ice and from the
highly oxided Martian surface. As the number of
converters increased, macroscopic plants spread.
First mosses, then varieties of scrub grass and
brush began to take root. By 2588, Mars had
become a world of life.

Taming Acid Fury

The primary goal for Venus was to reduce the
planet's runaway greenhouse effect. Terraforming
ventures seeded acid-tolerant microorganisms into
the Venusian clouds to capture sulfur and increase
atmospheric oxygen and nitrogen. Special devices
transmitted surface heat into space as microwave
energy. Atmospheric converters pulled carbon
dioxide from the atmosphere, binding it using cal-
cium and magnesium deposits from Mercury.
Finally, the sunshield, a metaplas shade placed
between Venus and the sun, prevented sunlight
from heating the Venusian surface.

Scientists looked for an comet to crash onto Venus
for a substantial source of water. However, the
Empire mandated that such comets be converted
to reaction mass reserves for the Terran Defense
Force, so Venus faced a long wait for her water.
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SWANADAR IV, AND | BEAR THE DRAGON MARKS OF MANHOOD.
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WHAT THOUGH THE FIELD BE LOST?
ALL IS NOT LOST; TH' UNCONQUERABLE WILL,
AND STUDY OF REVENGE, IMMORTAL HATE,

AND COURAGE NEVER TO SUBMIT OR YIELD.
— MILTON, PARADISE LosT, 1
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